I SPY WITH MY FLYING EYE
A little lateral thinking has transformed the prospects for tiny robot planes

1. A TINY, pilotless spy plane that can be fired from a cannon i1s under development at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

, says John Deyst, professor of aeronautics and astronautics at MIT and

principal investigator on the research project. :

3. The WASP is the latest twist in the development of that can fly over enemy territory. Some are
already in use, but they have to be launched from a runway some distance behind the front line, taking up to an hour to
rich their target. What’s unique about the WASP, says Deyst, is that

6. Deyst’s team faced two major technical challenges: one was to design a plane that could fold into a shell and still
operate after surviving the huge acceleration of being fired from a gun. The other was to make the plane airworthy.



8. Work on the WASP project has been carried out over the past two years with funding from MIT and the Charles
Stark Draper Laboratory in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Now, Deyst says, he is looking for more funding from the USA
Army, Navy, or the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency to continue developing the drone.

9. The MIT team is not alone thinking along these lines: Science Applications International of San Diego, California,

1s working on Since the aircraft are designed to be
expendable, one key factor is keeping the cost down to about $20 000, says Mark Roth, one of the researchers.
Kurt Kleiner

19 September 1998 New Scientist www.newscientist.com
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