ATLANTIS  

Travelling in the Space of Culture 

1st topic, on the 26th February: 

On Britain and the Roots of Britain’s Cultures 

The British Isles, and Britain’s Regions (England, Scotland, Wales). The first inhabitants. The Picts and the memory of them. Crossing the Channel: the first waves of migration: 

· IBERIANS: 

Iberian People; tracing their culture. Cornwall   

Henges (big circles of ditches and earth banks) – the Iberians’ cultural, religious, economic centres 

Stonehenge was the capital (huge bluestones, from Wales, on the Salisbury plain; pillars and beams on the pillars). The purposes are still a mystery. The memory of the movement of the bluestones. Reverberations of the past in some medieval chronicles 

Stone Age culture: 

- stone tools and weapons; 

- burial mounds, made of stone and/ or earth; 

- henges as fortresses.  
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· BEAKER  PEOPLE:  

Skillfully made pottery (beakers)

Bronze swords thrown into rivers; the cult/ worship of some water spirit(s). The memory of that culture: motif of the sword given from out of the water to be taken by King Arthur, and to be thrown back, into the water, at his death 

 The area where London is situated, the Thames valley and southeastern England as centre(s) of political and economic power ever since  
Bronze Age culture: 

· bronze tools and weapons;

· individual graves; 

· hill-forts 

· THE  CELTS 

Ethnicity or new technologies. Working iron. Celtic cultures in Europe (France, Spain), in Britain (Scotland, Wales) and in Ireland. Celtic Art: past and present.  
Iron Age culture: 

· iron tools and weapons; 

· trade, including trade with Europe; traders and sailors;  

· new ways in agriculture  

Annual fairs held all over Britain ever since/ 

The Druids – the power of knowledge. Runes and legends (reverberations of the motif in English culture)

Elections – tribes’ chiefs, including women 

High status of woman in Britain’s cultures 

The Celts and the Romans 

NEXT:

2nd topic, to be discussed on the 26th March: 

The Old English culture in the 20th-21st English literature and on the screen. Medieval culture. Knighthood, chivalry in the Western European cultures. Reflection across centuries 

To read/ to watch to discuss (options): 

The Lord of the Rings by J.R. Tolkien 
King Arthur legends (Morte d’Arthur, Camelot, etc.) 

Tristan and Isold 

On the Crusades (Kingdom of Heaven, etc.)

For Further Reading, see also ‘Books & Films’, file ATLANTIS 
www.bmstu.ru/ps/~slg/fileman/download/ATLANTIS/Books and Films.doc 
