Welcome to Atlantis! (2)
ATLANTIS  

Travelling in the Space of Culture 

Some of the planned Presentations/ 
Topics to discuss
:

1) The Romans (Roman Culture) 

What can be interesting to think about/ to prepare to discuss:   

· The Roman Empire’s strengths and weaknesses

· The Roman Empire in comparison with other empires (e.g. Britain’s Empire): what did they have in common? What was only characteristic of the Roman Empire? 
· Roman influence in other cultures (language(s), literacy, architecture, infrastructure, etc.) 

· The Romans in Britain (past to present) 

       While preparing your materials to make presentation, or to discuss the topic(s), you may find it useful to look for some additional information at: 
Romans in Britain, file ATLANTIS:
www.bmstu.ru/ps/~slg/fileman/ls/ATLANTIS
2) The Irish Culture 

What can be interesting to think about/ to prepare to discuss:   

· Ireland as part of the Celtic World (what seems to be in common for the Celtic cultures; the Celts: a nation or those mastering the Iron Age technologies; the uniqueness of the Irish culture; think, e.g., of the geography of Ireland as a factor of its culture, and of the absence of the Romans there in the time when the Roman Empire was so mighty in Europe)

· Irish culture: Pre-Christian and Christian motifs and influences (tales of fairies, popular superstitions, symbolism of plants and animals: e.g., such long-living trees as yews have been viewed as symbolizing rebirth and revival, and since the Pre-Christian times were associated with sacred sites, and as most of the Christian churches were built in the same places, almost every old churchyard in Ireland has an old yew; etc.) 
· Irish folklore and music, Irish festivals (St Patrick’s Day), or Irish writers (Jonathan Swift, Oscar Wilde, George Bernard Shaw, James Joyce, etc.): what is it that occurs to us first of all when hearing of Ireland, or the Irish culture? If you read the Irish writers, you can come across a lot of interesting motifs in their books, which can be traced back to those of the Irish folklore: youth, beauty, eloquence, etc.     
While preparing your materials to make presentation, or to discuss the topic(s), you may find it useful to look at:  
Ireland, file ATLANTIS:
www.bmstu.ru/ps/~slg/fileman/ls/ATLANTIS
3) ‘The Raven’, poem by Edgar Allan Poe
  
What can be interesting to think about/ to prepare to discuss:  
· Are there feelings or ideas that matter most in the poem?
 Why do you think so? 
· Which sound effects are used here (rhyme, alliteration, i.e. chain of words which begin with a same sound, regularly repeating patterns, etc.)? 
· What could have inspired the author when he wrote The Raven? (In the case of E. Allan Poe, it is particularly interesting to (i) consider the context of his work; (ii) distinguish between the author’s biography and his work itself) 
· Think of the subject-matter and the theme of the poem (what is the main statement in it), the tone (i.e. how it is being made), the symbols, and the connotations (emotional associations suggested by some words) you can find there.  
While preparing your materials to make presentation, or to discuss the topic(s), you can read the text of The Raven at:  

Edgar Allan Poe (The Raven), file ATLANTIS:
www.bmstu.ru/ps/~slg/fileman/ls/ATLANTIS 
4) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

What can be interesting to think about/ to prepare to discuss:  
· What is the Enlightenment?
 Can we think of Rousseau as a philosopher of Enlightenment? 
· Rousseau: a man of letters, or a philosopher? What is the relation between literature and philosophy? Try to exemplify your idea (e.g., consider the writers you know in terms of their philosophy) 
· According to Rousseau, it is only through being a citizen that the individual can fully realise his or her freedom and exercise his or her moral duties. What is a citizen? What makes a civil society? 
· Rousseau was one of the philosophers who developed the concept of social contract. What is it? 
5) Paris Walks 

What can be interesting to think about/ to prepare to discuss: 
· “Paris is a large city where the French used to live”: your comments to this joke (whether it is true, a little exaggerated, or not at all). Can you account for this joke? 
· What do we expect to see in Paris and what do we see on coming there for the first time? (If you have been there, what did you like and what disappointed you? The image of Paris in literature and arts) 
· Paris and France: one country, different worlds 
� The topics listed here have been already suggested; you can announce your topic(s) as well.  


� For those interested in American short story, look at another text in file ATLANTIS: Bret Harte (American Story) 


� If you have difficulty translating the poem, you can read its translations such as Ворон, перевод К. Бальмонта, Ворон, перевод М. Зенкевича. 


� It makes sense to look for the meaning of this term, and to take into consideration that it can be used in a more general, as well as in a narrower sense 





