THE  ROMANS  

invaded Britain in the 1st century AD, though some of them, including the famous Julius Caesar, had been there as early as the mid-first century BC, and left when the Roman Empire collapsed, in the 5th century. 

The Romans laid foundations of many English cities and towns. Their names often contain words ‘-caster’ or ‘-c(h)ester’, i.e. a distorted Latin word ‘castra’, meaning ‘military camp’. There are such towns as Lancaster, Leicester, Rochester, etc. 

Some of the former Roman towns have now somewhat changed names: e.g. York, founded as a walled settlement between two rivers, the Ouse and the Foss, was, at first, Eboracum; later, the Germanic tribe Angles (whose name would be the base for ‘England’) called it Eoforwic; the Vikings, then new invaders, pronounced its name as Jorvik, which would become York when the Normans came, in the 11th century. Though at first they nearly destroyed it, later York was England’s second largest city, and the most famous and prosperous city of the industrial North. 
To come back to the Romans, it was there, in their city Eboracum, that a Roman Emperor Constantius Chlorus died, in 306, and his son Constantine (c.a. 280-337) was proclaimed the new Emperor, and it was from there that he started his way back to Rome to fight for this high title given to him by the Roman troops in Britain. Emperor Constantine would become Christian in 312. Christianity, the official religion in the Roman Empire since the end of the 4th century, began spread over the British Isles.   

Also, under the Romans Britain produced lots of crops, partly exported to the Continent; reading and writing skills (in Latin) were taught so that there were more people in Britain able to read and write than it would be across the subsequent centuries; the main roads, with many bridges and aqueducts were built all over England. In later periods much of what the Romans had constructed was destroyed; however, there are some ruins to be seen in many places, and many excavation works have been continuing. 

See the next pages for: (i) what remains of the Romans in York and Bath, and (ii) the Roman Theatre at Verulanium (St Albans, Hertfordshire).      
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