Glossary

of computing terms and abbreviations

(Microsoft) Access /'mkses/ noun U[5]a
database program developed by the
Microsoft Corporation

account /a'kacnt/ noun C[12,13,14,20] a
registration for a user of a network
system. It is used for controlling
access to the system.

active window /'®ktiv wmndau/ nounC
[7] the window in a WIMP system that
is currently being used. It is usually on
top of any other open windows.

address bus /a'dres bas/ noun C[2] the
set of conductors that carry the
memory address signals between
different parts of a computer system

ADSL / er di: es 'el/ noun U [16,23]
abbreviation for asymmetric digital
subscriber line. A form of DSL that has
a different bandwidth for the upstream
and the downstream.

AGP / e1 dgic 'piz/ noun U [2] abbreviation
for accelerated graphics port. A video
bus interface that allows the use of a
fast video card and allows the use of
three-dimensional graphics.

Al /e1 'ai/ noun U [3,23,24] abbreviation
for artificial intelligence

algorithm /'mlgaridm/ noun C[2,9] a set
of precise rules or instructions for
solving a problem

Alt (key) /'=lt. 'olt ki:/ noun C[7]the
alternative key on a computer
keyboard that changes the function of
the other keys when it is held down

ALT text caption / @lt, plt 'tekst
Jkapn/ noun C [14] text displayed in a
webpage as an alternative to a graphic
when the facility for displaying
graphics is not available or is switched
off

AltaVista / @lta'vista/ noun U [13] the
name of a well-known search engine
website

analogue signal /'znalpg signal/ noun
C [11,16] a type of signal that can take
any value between a maximum and a
minimum

analyst programmer ('wenalist
praugremalr)/ noun C[22] a person
whose job is a combination of systems
analysis and computer programming

anorak /‘®noarzk/ noun C [20] a slang
term for an eccentric socially inept
person with little or no fashion sense
and having an obsessive interest in a
hobby or subject

anti-static /enti 'stetik/ adj [12]
prevents the build up of static
electricity

anti-virus (program or software) / i&nti
'varas/ noun C/U [12,19,20] a
computer program or set of programs

used to detect, identify and remove
viruses from a computer system

Apple /"&pl/ noun U [25]the common
name for Apple Computer
Incorporated, a well-known producer of
computers that introduced the WIMP
interface on computers such as the
Apple Macintosh

Apple Macintosh / xpl ‘'makmtof/ noun
C [6,25] a family of personal computers
produced by Apple Computer Inc.

applet /weplat/ noun C [23] a very small
self-contained computer program

application / @pli'kerfn/ nounC
[3,5,6,18,21,22, 25] see applications
program

application layer / @pli'kei[n lea(r)/
noun C [11] the only part of a network
communications process thata user
sees. It prepares a message for
sending over a network by converting
the message from human-readable
form into bits and attaching a header
identifying the sending and receiving
computers.

application port / @pli'keifn pa:t/ noun
C [12] a path available for a particular
type of application data to enter or
leave a network system

application service provider / xpli keifn
's3:vis pra vaida(r)/ noun C[8]a
company that makes applications
programs available over the Internet
usually charging a fee for access to
programs

applications (program or software)
/ @pli'kerfnz/ noun C/U [6,8,22] a
computer program designed to be
used for a particular purpose, e.g. a
wordprocessor spreadsheet or
database program

applications programmer / @pli'keifnz
‘praugremalr)/ noun C [22] a person
who writes applications programs
using a computer language

architecture /‘a:krtekt{a(r)/ noun C[5]
the general specification of a system

archive bit /'a:kawv bt/ noun C[19] a
digital bit stored with a file indicating if
the file has been backed up since it
was last edited

archiving system /'a:kaivin  sistam/
noun C [19] a system used for storing
infrequently-used data in a way that
does not provide the user with
immediateaccess

artificial intelligence / a:ufifl
in'telidzans/ noun U [3,21,23,24] an
area of computing concerned with
developing computer programs that
perform tasks that can normally only
be done using human intelligence

ASCIl /'mski/ noun U [11, 18] acronym for
American Standard Code for
Information Interchange. A standard
character encoding scheme.

ASP /g1 es 'pi:/ noun C[8,22]
abbreviation for application service
provider

assembly language /a'sembli
Jlengwids/ noun C [21] a low-level
computer language that uses
mnemonics rather than only numbers
making it easier than machine code for
humans to read and write

asymmetric / ersi'metrik/ adj [16,23]
having a different signal bandwidth in
each direction, i.e. the bandwidth for
sending is different from the
bandwidth for receiving

asynchronous /‘e1 sinkranos/ adj [11,12]
not synchronised, i.e. occurring at
irregular intervals

AT&T /e1 ti: an ‘tiz/ noun U [6]
abbreviation for American Telephone
and Telegraph Company. One of the
world's largest IT suppliers.

ATI (Technologies) / e1 ti: "ar/ noun U
[17] the name of a well known
company that produces computer
graphics cards

ATM /e ti: 'em/ noun C [2,3,16,19]
common abbreviation for automatic
teller machine. The type of machine
used by banks for enabling customers
to withdraw money from their bank
accounts.

authentication /a: fenti’keifn/ noun U
[18] a process that checks the identity
of a user or an object

avatar /‘wvata:(r)/ noun C[23]a
graphical icon that represents a real
person in acyberspace system

B channel /'bi: tfwnal/ noun C [16] the
common name for a bearer channel in
an ISDN system

back up /bwk 'Ap/verb [5,19] to store a
copy of data on a storage device to
keep it safe

backbone " /'bakbaun/ noun C [11,15]
the main transmission path handling
the major data traffic connecting
different LANs together

backend /‘bxkend/ noun C [14] the
server part of a client-server
configuration that provides a service
on a network at the request of a client

backup /'bakap/ nounC
[11,17,19, 20, 24, 25] the process of
storing a copy of data on a storage
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device to keep it safe / the term used
for the copied data

bandwidth /'b&ndwidd/ nounC
[8,13,16, 20,23, 24] the range of
frequencies that can be transmitted
over a communications channel

barcode /'ba:kaud/ noun C[2,3,10,23] a
sequence of vertical parallel lines used
to give items a unique ‘identification
number

barcode reader /'ba:kaod rizda(r)/
noun C [10] an optical input device that
uses the reflection of a light beam to
read barcode labels

BASIC /'beisik/ noun U [22,25] acronym
for Beginners' All-purpose Symbolic
Instruction Code

batch mode /'bet] maud/ noun U [13] a
process in which all the data is
collected and processed together in a
batch rather than one at a time as they
become avalilable

BBC micro / bi: bi: si: 'maikrau/ nounC
[25] the name of one of the first
microcomputers produced in the
United Kingdom and used in schools.
Its development was sponsored by the
British Broadcasting Corporation.

bearer channel /'beara tfanal/ nounC
[16] the common name for the part of
an ISDN line that carries the data

Beginners’ All-purpose Symbolic
Instruction Code /b1 ginaz a:1 pa:pas
smm bolik m'strak[n kawud/ nounU
[21] a simple high-level computer
language often used for teaching
programming

B-frame /'bi: freim/ noun C [9]the
common name for a bi-directional
frame in an MPEG compressed file

bi-directional frame /bar da rek[anl,
di~, dai- 'frenm/ noun C [9] a type of
image frame used in MPEG
compression. It is situated between |
and P frames and stores the
differences in the image compared
with the | or P frame both before and
after it

binary /'bamari/ noun U [5,9] a number
system that only uses two digits, i.e. 1
and0

biometric device / barametrik di'vais/
noun C [16, 19] a security device that
measures some aspect of a living
being, e.g. a fingerprint reader or an
eyescanner

BIOS /'bams/ noun C [15] acronym for
Basic Input Output System. A part of
the operating system stored on a ROM
chip that controls the ‘input and output
of data to peripherals

biotechnology / bautek noladgi/ noun
U [24] the industrial application of
biological science techniques

bit /bit/ nounC[2,9, 11,12, 13,18, 23] a
small unit of storage capacity.. One of
the eight binary digits that make up a
byte. The term comes from an
abbreviation of binary digit.

bitmap compression /'bitmap
kam prefn/ noun C [9] a way of
reducing the size of a stored image
where different digital bits or
collections of bits are used to describe
each element of an image

(data) block /blpk/ noun C [11,17] a
collection of data stored together and
treated as a single unit

Bluetooth /'blu:tu:t)/ noun U [23,24] the
name of a high-speed microwave
wireless network system developed by
a group of companies consisting of
Ericsson, IBM, Intel, Nokia and Toshiba.
It is used with portable equipment.

bookmark /‘bukma:k/ verb [13] to store
a link to a webpage to make it easier
to find in the future

boot /bu:t/ verb [5]to copy a part of the
operating system into memory to allow
a computer to start up

boot sector virus /bu:t sekta 'vairas/
noun C [18] a self-replicating program
that stores itself in the part of a disk
containing the programs used to start
up a computer

bracketing /'brizkatin/ verb [11] to set
the boundaries of a message or part of
a message by marking'its beginning
and ‘its end with special control bits

bridge /bridi/ noun C [11, 15] a hardware
and software combination used to
connect the same type of networks or
to partition a large network into two
smaller ones

broadband /'bra:dbznd/ adj [8,16,23]
able to carry signals transmitted over a
wide range of frequencies

broadcast /‘bro:dka:st/ verb [16,19] to
transmit signals that can be picked up
by a large number of receivers

browse /bravz/ verb [14, 16] to move
from webpage to webpage using a Web
browser program

(Web) browser /‘bravza(r)/ nounC
[7,9,13,14,17,20,21] a program used
for displaying webpages

BT /bi: 'ti/ noun U [24] abbreviation for
British Telecom. The organisafion that
provides the telephone system in Great
Britain..

buffering /'baform/ noun U [13] a
process of temporarily storing data
from a fast source so that it can be fed
at a steady rate to a slower system

bug /bag/ noun C [6,20] a fault in a
system

bulletin board /'bulatin ba:d/ nounC
[15, 16] an electronic noticeboard

system that enables users to display
messages for other users to read

bus /bas/ noun C [2,5] a set of
conductors that carry signals between
different parts of a computer

byte /bait/ noun C[2,9,11,17,18,25] a
unit of storage capacity. A byte is made
up of eight bits and stores one
character, i.e. a letter, a number, a
space or a punctuation mark.

C /s1:/ noun U [21,22] a general purpose
computer programming language that
was originally designed for writing
Unix systems programs

C drive /'si: drarv/ noun C [10] the first
hard disk in a personal computer

C++ /it plas ‘plas/ noun U [5,21,22] an
object-oriented superset of the C
programming language commonly
used for writing applications programs
for the Microsoft Windows operating
system

cache /kx[/ verb [2] to temporarily store
frequently-used data in fast memory so
that it can be accessed more quickly

cache /kx|/ noun C [2,13] fast memory
used to temporarily store frequently-
used data to allow it to be accessed
more quickly

cache coherency /kie| kau'hiaransy/
noun U [2] a system that ensures that
any changes written to main memory
are reflected within the cache and vice
versa

cache controller /'ka| kan traovla(r)/
noun C [2] the set of electronic logic
circuits that control the operation of
cachememory

cache hit k[ 'hit/ noun C [2]the
process of successfully finding the
required data stored in cache memory

callback system /'ko:lbek sistam/ noun
C [19,20] a system that automatically
disconnects a telephone line after
receiving a call and then dials the
telephone number of the system that
made the call to reconnect the line. It
is used in remote access systems to
make sure that connections can only
be made from permitted telephone
numbers.

cathode ray tube / kafoud rer "tju:b/
noun C [16] a display device that uses
an electron gun to fire a beam of
electrons at a phosphor-coated screen

CCNA / siz si: en ‘el noun U [22]
abbreviation for Cisco Certified
Network Associate. A starting level
networking qualification offered by
Cisco, a major network equipment
vendor.



CD (-ROM) (disk) /si: 'di:/ nounC
[1,2,8,9,12,19,22,25] abbreviation for
compact disk read only memory. A read
only storage device in the form of a
disk that is read using laser light.

CD-ROM drive /si: di: 'rom drarv/ noun
C [9, 11] a storage device for reading
CD-ROM disks

CD-RW (drive) / si: di: a: 'dabl ju:/ noun
C [2] abbreviafion for compact disk
rewritable.. A storage device use for
reading from and writing to a special
type of CD known as a re-writeable CD.

cellphone /'selfausin/ noun C [23] the
common name for a cellular phone

cellular network /'seljalo netws:k/ noun
C [16] a radio communications systems
that divides a region into cells so that
each region becomes a network with
every point connected to a local
transmitter within the cell

cellular phone / seljala 'faun/ nounC
[23] a cellular telephone. A mobile
telephone that communicates with a
local transmitter located within a small
geographic area called a cell.

central processing unit / sentral

prauvsesiny ju:nit/ noun C [6] the

electronic processor at the centre of a
computer. The term is sometimes used
to refer to the combination of the
processor and the main memory.

channel /'tfaznal/ noun C [16,23] a path
for the transmission of data

chat room /‘tfiet ru:m/ noun C[12,23] a
virtual space on a website where on-
line discussions organized around
specific interests are held in real-time
by users typing text messages

check data /'tfek derta/ noun U [17]
information written to disks in a RAID
system which is used to restore data if
one of the array drives fail

checksum /'tfeksam/ noun C[11] a
calculated value that is stored with
data to detect any errors that may
occur when the data is copied or
transmitted

chip /tfip/ noun C [1,2,5,19,23,24]
common name for a microchip. An
electronic integrated circuit in a small
package.

Cisco /'siskaw/ noun U [22] the name of a
company that makes networking
system hardware such as that used to
operate the Internet

class /kla:s/ noun C [21] the term used
for a collection of objects in object
oriented programming

cleanse /klenz/ verb [3] aterm used in
data mining meaning to remove
duplicate information and erroneous
data

(left) click /klik/ verb [1,7,13,14,15] to
press and release the (left-hand)
button on a mouse

client /‘klarant/ noun C [6, 11, 15, 16, 18] a
network computer used for accessing a
service on a server

client-server application / klaant
‘sa:var @epl keifn/ noun C [6]a
program that is accessed from a client
computer but most of the processing is
carried out on a server computer

clipart /'klipa:t/ noun U[1, 15]
professionally-prepared graphical
images stored on a computer system

Clipboard /'klpbo:d/ noun U [7] the
name used in Microsoft Windows for
the section of memory that temporarily
stores data while it is being copied and
pasted

clock /klok/ noun C [2] the set of
electronic circuits used to control the
timing of signals and synchronise
different parts of a computer system

cluster /‘klasta(r)/ noun C[3]aterm
used in data mining meaning a group
of data that has similar features or is
based on a limited data range

clustering /'klastarin/ noun U [3] a
method used’in data mining that
divides data into groups based on
similar features or limited data ranges

CMC /si: em 'si:/ noun C [12]
abbreviation for computer mediated
communication, i.e. the transfer of
messages using a computer system

CNE /510 en 11/ noun U [22] abbreviation
for Certified Novell Engineer. A
qualification aimed at people
interested'in’installing and planning
the rollout of Novell based networks.

coax(ial) (cable) /'kauxks/ noun C[16] a
type of shielded cable for carrying
signals. It is often used with radio
frequency and video signals.

COBOL /'kaubbl/ noun U [5,21,22,25]
acronym for Common Business-
Oriented Language

code /kaud/ noun U [16,18,21,22] a
piece of program text written in a
programming language

code /kaod/ verb [21,23] to write the
text of a program or part of a program
using a computer language

COM program /'kpm  praugra&m/ noun
C [18] a DOS program with a.com
filename extension that loads and runs
in 64 Kilobytes or less of memory

command interpreter /ka'ma:nd
i, ta:prita(r)/ noun C [6] the part of an
operating system that processes
commands that are part of a program
or are ‘input using a keyboard

Commodore 64 / komada: siksti “f:(r)/
noun U [8] the model name of one of
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the first popular personal computers to
be made available in the United
Kingdom. It had a very good graphics
system and was particularly suited to
running computer games programs.

Common Business-Oriented Language
{ koman brzmis o:rientid ‘lengwidy
noun U [21] a high-level computer
programming language.. It is the
principal transaction processing
language used to process the records
of large organisations on mainframe
computers.

compatible 'kom'pwtabl/ adj [6,14] able
to operate on the same type of system
or run the same software

compile /kam'pail/ verb [6,22] to
convert a program written in a high-
level language into machine code
using a compiler

compiler /kam'paila(r)/ noun C[5]a
program that converts the whole of a
program into machine code before the
program is used

compress /kam'pres/ verb [11] to reduce
to a much smaller size

compression (scheme) /kam pre[n/ noun
C [9, 11] the process used for reducing
a file to a much smaller size

computer /kam'pju:ta{r)/ nounC
[1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,15,17,20
,22,23,24,25] a general purpose
machine that can be programmed to
process data in a variety of ways

computer consultant /kam pju:ta
kan saltant/ noun C [22,25] a person
who is paid to advise on computing
system issues

computer engineer /kom'pju:ter
endsl nia(rj/ noun C [17,22] a person
who designs and develops computer
systems

computer lab /kam'pju:ta l&b/ nounC
[19] a room full of computers used for
study

computer language /kam'pju:ta
lezngwids/ noun C [22] a language
used for writing computer programs

computer operator /kam'pju:tar
.ppareita(r)/ noun C [18] a person
whose job it is to operate part of a
computer system

computer salesperson /kom, pju:ta
‘serlzpa:sn/ noun C [22] a person
whose job it is to sell computers

computer science /kom pju:ta 'sarans/
noun U [5] the study of computers and
their use

computer services engineering
technician / kom pjuta saivisiz
endy'niariy tek nifn/ noun C[22]a
person who provides a service of
maintaining and troubleshooting
computers
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computer-aided design /kam pju:tar
erchid di'zamn/ noun U [22] the process
of designing using a computer program

computer-aided manufacture
/kam pju:ter erdid meengo'fekifalr)/
noun U [22] the process of
manufacturing goods using a computer

computerised /kam pju:toraizd/ adj
[21,22] changed so that it can be
operated or controlled using a
computer

computer-mediated communication
fkam pju:ta mi:diertid
ka mju:ni'kerfn/ noun C [12,16] a
process of transferring messages using
computers

computing /kom pju:tin/ noun U [5,22]
the theory and practice of computers

computing science /kam pju:tin ‘samons/
noun U [22] see computer science

computing support /kam pjustiy sa'pact/
noun U [5,17,22] a field of work that
provides a service including setting up,
maintaining and troubleshooting
computing systems and providing
technical advice to users

computing support officer /kam pju:tm
sa'pait olisa(r)/ noun C [10] a person
whose job it is to provide support to
computer users including setting-up,
maintaining and troubleshooting
computer systems and giving technical
advice

configure /kan'ligair)/ verb [12,17,22]
to adjust the settings

connectivity /konek tivati/ noun U [16]
the characteristic of being connected

control bit /kan'traol bit/ noun C[11]a
data bit used to mark parts of a
transmitted signal so that the
transmission can be controlled, e.g. a
'start' bit marks the beginning of a
character and a 'stop' bit marks its end

control bus /kan'traul bas/ noun C [10]
the set of conductors that carry the
control signals between the Control
Unit and other parts of a computer

corrupt ‘ka'rapt/verb [18] to damage in
such a way that prevents normal use

cp /st pi/ noun U [6] a Unix command
forcopying afile

CPU /si: piz 'juz/ noun C[2,5]
abbreviation for central processing unit

crack ‘krek/ verb [18,19) to break into a
computer system in order to steal
information or cause damage

crash /kra{/verb [17,19] to fail
suddenly and completely usually
referring to the failure of a hard disk

CRT /51t a: 't/ noun C [24] abbreviation
for cathode ray tube

Ctrl + Alt + Del /kan traul plas elt
(nlt) plas di'lizt/ noun U [10] set of
symbols that signify pressing the

combination of the control-alternative
and delete keys on a computer
keyboard at the same time

cursor /'ka:sa(r)/ noun C [2,10] a symbol
on the monitor screen that indicates
the point on the screen that is being
used

cut and paste / kat and ‘peist/ verb [7]
to remove some data from a file and
temporarily store it in the computer's
memory then insert a copy of the data
in another position in the same or in
anotherfile

cyberbabe /'satbabeib/ noun C[23]a
digital image of an attractive female
that is used in programs on the
Internet

cybernetics / satba netiks/ noun U [23]
the study of control and
communication in animals and
machines. It is used in the design of
robots.

cyberspace /'saibaspers/ noun U [20,24]
the combination of all the data on all
the computer networks throughout the
world accessed using the Internet

cyborg /'sarba:g/ noun C[23]aman-
machine system or a person made
superhuman by a machine or external
system that changes the way the body
functions

D channel /'di: tfienal/ noun C [16] the
common name for a data channel in an
ISDN system

data /'deita/ noun U
[1,2,5,6,12,15,17,18,19,21,22, 23] the
information processed by a computer

data bank /'deita biepk/ noun C[23]a
large collection of data that can be
accessed by many users and enables
them to copy or store data on a
particular topic

data bus /'deita bas/ noun C [2] the set
of conductors that carry the data
signals between different parts of a
computer

data centre ['derta sentair) noun C[8]a
facility for storing large amounts of
information

data channel /'derta fienal/ noun C [16]
the common name for the part of an
ISDN line that carries signalling and
supervisory information to the network

data communications / deita
kantju:ni'ker[nz/ noun U [5] the
transmission and reception of data
signals using a communications
network and appropriate protocols

data integrity / deitar in'tegrati/ noun U
[17,19] a measure of how resistant a
system is to causing corruption in data
while it is being stored or transferred

data mart /‘derta ma:t/ noun C[3]a
storage system that archives large
amounts of data in a way that makes it
easy to access

data mining /'derta mami/ noun U [3]
a process of analysing a large amount
of stored data to find new useful
information

data stream /‘derta strizm/ noun C [9]
the flow of data

data warehouse | deita ‘'weahaus/ noun
C [3] a computing centre that provides
a large collection of data gathered
from different sources for data mining

database (program) /'dertabers/ nounC
[1,3,5,8,15,17,19,20,21,22,23,24]a
type of applications program used for
storing information so that it can be
easily searched and sorted

data-delivery system / deita dr'livari
sistam/ noun C [12] a system for
transmitting data from one computer
to another

data-link layer /'deita link lera(r)/ noun
C [11] the part of a network
communications system that
supervises the transmission. It
confirms the checksum then addresses
and duplicates the packets. This layer
keeps a copy of each packet unfil it
receives confirmation from the next
point along the route that the packet
has arrived undamaged.

date /de1t/ noun U [6] a Unix and MS-
DOS command for displaying the
current date

debug / di:'bag/ verb [21] to find and fix
faults in a program or system

DECVAX /'dek vieks/ noun U [6] a range
of computers produced by the Digital
Equipment Corporation using their Vax
range of processors

decipher /di'saila(r)/ verb [18] to
change coded ‘information ‘into normal
text

decision table /di'sizn teibl/ nounC
[21] a type of grid used in computer
program design to show what actions
should be taken by the program under
different conditions

decision tree /di'sizn triz’ noun C[3]an
Al technique used in data mining that
separates data into subsets then
further divides the subsets into smaller
subsets until the subsets are small
enough to allow the mining process to
find interesting patterns and
relationships within the data

decode | di'kaud/ verb [9] to decide
what a program instruction means

decompress / dizkam'pres/ verb [9] to
remove the compression, i.e. to expand
to its original size



decrypt / di:'kript/ verb [11, 18] to
recover the original text from an
encrypted message

defacing /di'fe1sin/ noun U [18] a
computer crime that involves changing
the information shown on another
person's website without permission

default /di'folt, -{>:1t/ noun C [10] an
initial setting that can be changed by
the user

denial of service attack /di naial av
s3:vis o tek/ noun C [18] a type of
computer crime that involves
swamping a server with large numbers
of requests

desktop /'deskinp/ noun C[3,5,6,7,9,11]
the main graphical user interface
background screen that displays icons
for other programs

desktop (PC)/(computer) /"desktop/
noun C [1,2,3,5,6,13,22] a personal
computer that is designed to be used
on an office desk

desktop application / deskiop
apli'keifn/ noun C [22] a computer
program designed to be used on a
desktop computer

desktop organiser / desktop
a:ganaiza(r)/ noun C [1] a small
computer providing a variety of tools
for organising work, e.g. a calendar, to
do list, diary, address list, calculator,
etc.

development life cycle /di velapmoant
lart’ saikl/ noun C [5] the phases a
software product goes through from
when’it'is first thought of unfil it
becomes obsolete. This typically
includes: requirements analysis,
design construction, testing
(validation), installation, operation,
maintenance and retirement.

DHTML / di: eitf i em ‘el/ noun U[22]
abbreviation for dynamic hypertext
markup language. A development of
HTML that allows the creation of more
dynamic and user-interactive web
pages.

dial-up networking / dail Ap
‘metwszkm/ noun U [12,17] a
communications system that allows
computers to connect together using a
telephone line

differential backup / difa renfl ‘bakap/
noun C [19,25] a type of backup that
copies all the selected files on a
system that have been changed since
the last time a full backup was carried
out

digital /'didsital/ adj [9,11,16,18,19,23]
an electronic system that hasonlytwo
states, e.g.offoron

digital camera / didsital 'kaemara/ noun
CI1,3,5,13,23]aninput device for

taking pictures.. It has an electronic
lens and uses electronics for storing
the images rather than chemical film.

digital cash / didsital "'keef/ noun U [19]
electronic currency that is stored on
electronically sensitive cards or exists
in cyberspace and’is used for making
electronic purchases over the Internet

digital certificate / didgital sa'tfikat/
noun C [18] an electronic message
used to show a transaction is
trustworthy.. It contains information
about the company processing the
transaction including their public key
and is electronically 'signed' by a
trusted digital-certificate issuer.

digital subscriber line / didsital
sab'skraiba lamn/ noun U [16] a
broadband communications system
that allows digital signals to be
transferred across an ordinary
analogue telephone line

directory /da'rektari. di-, dai-/ nounC
[6,19] a storage area used for grouping
files so that they can be easily located.
Adirectory is sometimes called a
folder.

disk /disk/ noun C [6,17,19] a flat circular
storage device

disk drive /'disk drarv/ noun C[6,17] a
storage device for reading from and
writing to disks

divider /dr'vaida(r)/ noun C [10] a
vertical bar that divides a Windows
Explorer window into two parts. One
part shows the drive folders and the
other part shows the filenames of the
files in the selected folder.

DNS / di: en ‘es/ noun C [13]
abbreviation for domain name system

domain name /da'memn nemm/ nounC
[15,20] an identifier used on the
Internet in place of the numerical
Internet address. It identifies the host,
the type and the country code, e.qg.
holyrood.ed.ac.uk

domain name server /d>'mem nemmn
s3:valr)/ noun C [13] a network server
computer used for operating and
controlling the domain name system

domain name system /da‘meimn nemm
sistam/ noun C [13] a system of
associating the name of a device on a
network such as the Internet with its
numerical address so that the name
can be used by the user and the
numerical address can be used by the
network system

dot-matrix printer /dot ‘'meitrix
Jprmta(r)/ noun C [8] a printer that
prints by hammering pinsonto an
inked ribbon

double click / dabl "klik/ verb [7] to
press and release the left-hand button
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on a mouse two times in rapid
succession

download /davn’laud/ verb [1,8,12,13,
15, 16, 17,20, 23, 25] to copy a file from
a server to a client computer in a
network

download /'daonlacd/ noun C [13,16,23]
a process of copying a file from a
server to a client computer in a
network

downstream /'daunstrizm/ noun U [16]
the signal path for receiving
communications from a server to a
client computer in a network

drag and drop / drag an ‘drop/ verb
[7,10,21] to move data from one
location to another with a mouse.
Holding down the mouse button while
moving the mouse moves the selected
data. Releasing the mouse button
drops the data in the new location.

drive array /'drarv 2 rei/ noun C[17] a
set of hard disks that are used in a
RAID system

driver /'draiva(r)/ noun C [15,17] a
systems program that controls a
peripheral device

DSL / di: es ‘el noun U [16] abbreviation
for digital subscriber line

DTP / di: t1: 'pi/ noun U [8] abbreviation
for desktop publishing..A process of
designing documents for publishing
using a computer system.

dumb terminal /'dam tz:minal/ nounC
[11] a network device with a keyboard
and display screen that is used for
sending and receiving data but does
not do any processing

duplex /‘dju:pleks’ adj [16] able to
transfer data in both directions, i.e. can
send and receive data

DVD (-ROM) / di: vi: 'diz/ noun C [2,9,1]]
abbreviation for digital versatile disk
read only memory. An optical disk
storage device that can hold a large
amount of video data.

EAN /1 er 'en/ noun U [3] abbreviation
for European Article Number system.
The European price and item codes
commonly used in barcode systems

earphone /'1afaun/ noun C [24] sound
output device that fits into the ear of
the user

earth /3:6/ noun U [12] a common name
for an electrical ground point or zero
voltage point

ebook /'1:buk/ noun C[25]common
name for an electronic book

ebook reader /'i:buk ri:da(r)/ nounC
[25] common name for an electronic
book reader
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e-business /'i:biznis/ noun U [14]
common term for electronic business,
i.e. business that is carried out using
the Internet

e-cash /'i:k«[/ noun U [24] common
name for electronic cash

ECC memory / i: si: si: 'memari/ noun U
[2] abbreviation for error code
correcting memory. A type of memory
often used in server computers that
automatically fixes simple memory
errors without requiring the rebooting
of the computer.

e-commerce i1 koma:s/ noun U
[8,14,22,23] the business of buying
and selling goods and services on the
Internet

editor /'edita(r)/ noun C [5,25] a
computer program for making changes
to text in computer programs or data

edutainment / edju'ternmant/ noun U [1]
a system that has both educational
and entertainment value

EIDE /12 ar di '12/ noun U [2]
abbreviation for extended integrated
device electronics. A type of hard disk
control system where most of the
control electronics'is built into the
drive itself.. Extended IDE allows the
use of multiple drives of more than 528
megabytes.

electronic (book) reader /elek trontk
rizda(r)/ noun C[18, 25] a computing
device that displays the text and
images of an electronic book

electronic book /elek tronik "bok/ noun
C [25] a book that is displayed using a
computing device instead of being
printed on paper

electronic cash/money /elek tronik
keef, 'mani/ noun U [24] data that
represents real money that is stored
and transferred on computing devices
connected to the Internet in e-
commercesystems

electronic publisher /elek tronik
pablifa(r)/ noun C [25] an
organisation that produces ebooks

electronic virtual assistant /elek tromik
vartfual a'sistant/ noun C[23]a
computer program represented by an
animated screen image that is used to
help the user perform particular tasks
such as searching the Internet for
useful data

email /'i:me1l/ noun C [1,5,7,8,12, 13,14,
15, 16, 17, 18,20, 23, 24] the common
name for an electronic mail message,
i.e. a text message sent electronically
using a computer

email /'1:meil/ verb [1,23] to send an
email message

email address /'1:meil 2 dres/ nounC

[12, 18] the unigque address code used

to contact someone using electronic
mail

email attachment /'i:meil o tetfmant/
noun C [1,15,19] a file that is attached
to an email message

email program /'tmell pravgrem/
noun C [13] a computer program used
for reading and sending email

email service /'i:mei1l s3:vis/ noun C [20]
an Internet service that allows user to
send and receive emails

encapsulation /en kiepsjo'lerfn/ noun U
[21] a key feature of object-oriented
programming that bundles data and
program ‘instructions into modules
called objects

encode | en'kaod/ verb [9, 11, 14, 18] to
write information in a coded form

encoder / en'kauda(r)/ noun C[9] a
computer program that converts WAV
files into MP3 files or vice versa

encrypt / en'kript/ verb [11,18,19] to
transform data into coded form to
make it secure

encryption / en'kripfn/ noun U
[18, 20,23, 24] the transformation of
data into coded form to make it secure

Enter (key) /‘enta(r)/ noun C [10, 13]
another name for the RETURN key on a
computer keyboard. Pressing the
ENTER key inserts the data’into the
memory of the computer.

enterprise resource planning tool
/entapraiz r1,za:s ‘plenig tu:l/ noun
C [8] a type of computer program for
planning and organising business
functions in an enterprise. It can help
companies manage everything from
sales and marketing to human
resources.

EPOS till /"i:pos til/ noun C [3] acronym
for electronic point-of-sale till.. A
computerised cash register that edits
records in sales and stock control
databases.

e-publishing /'i: pablifm/ noun U [25]
the production of ebooks

erasable optical disk /1 reizabl pptikl
‘disk/ noun C[19] a CD that allows
data to be deleted and new data to be
recorded on it

ERP /12 a: 'pi/ noun U [22] abbreviation
for enterprise resource planning

e-solution /'i: s3 lu:[n/ noun C[22]
common term for electronic solutions,
i.e. ways of solving a problem or
providing a service using the Internet

ethernet /'i:0anet/ noun U [2,11,12] a
widely-used local area network
standard that broadcasts packets of
data that are addressed to particular
devices on the network. Each device on
the network reads the address and
passes it on to the correct device.

(Microsoft) Exchange /iks'tfemnds/ noun
U [7,22] a Microsoft Windows program
that includes an email program, a
calendar task list and address list

exe program / eks'i: prasgrem/ nounC
[18] an MS-DOS executable program
that has an.exe filename extension. It
can use more than 64 Kilobytes of
memory and can be located anywhere
in the memory.

executable / eksi'kju:tabl/ adj [21]
containing instructions that can be run
or executed by the processor

execute /‘ekukjut/ verb [6,18,21] to
perform a computer operation by
processing a program instruction

expansion card /1k'sp&nfn ka:d/ nounC
[1,10] an electronic circuit board used
for adding facilities to a computer

expansion slot /1k'spanfn siot/ nounC
[2] a long thin connector that is used
for adding additional electronics in the
form of expansion cards

expert system /'‘ekspa:t sistam/ nounC
[1] an artificial intelligence program
that collects and uses human expertise
to allow non-experts to solve
specialised problems

extensible /1k'stensabl/ adj [14] able to
be added to, e.g. in an extensible
language a developer can add their
own terms

extensible markup language
ik stensabl 'mazk ap lengwids/
noun U [14,16,21] a metalanguage that
allows developers to create their own
set of customised tags that identify the
meaning and structure of data. It is
used for creating files that are
program-independent, platform-
independent and able to be used with
different languages.

FAQ /el e1 'kju:/ noun C [14,17] acronym
used on websites for frequently-asked
question

fault tolerance /'[olt, ‘[t tolarans
noun U [17] a computer's ability to
recover from hardware errors

fetch /fetf/ verb [21] to go and get the
next instruction or piece of data from
memory

field /fi:ld/ noun C [13] a section of a
database where an item of data is
stored

file /fa1l/ noun C [5,6,12,15, 18, 19,22,
23,24] a computer program or data
stored on a storage device

file server /'fail s3:va(r)/ nounC
[8,11,17,22] a main computer that
provides a storage area for data files
on a network



file transfer protocol / fail  treensfs:
pravtakol/ noun U [12] an Internet
service that allows users to transfer
files from one computer to another

file virus /'fa1l vairas/ noun C[18] a
virus that attaches itself to a program
file

filestore /'{ailsta:(r)/ noun C[5]a
collection of computer files stored
centrally on a network server

firewall /'farawa:l/ noun C [19,20] a
combination of hardware and software
used to control the data going into and
out of a network. It is used to prevent
unauthorised access to the network by
hackers.

flag /fleg/ verb [2]to mark in a way that
indicates that a particular condition
hasoccurred

flat file database / flet fail 'deitabers/
noun C [3] a simple database in which
all the data is stored in one table
which is not related to any other table

floppy (disk) /'flopi/ noun C [4] a
magnetic storage device in the form of
a small plastic disk..Also known as a
diskette.

floppy (disk) drive /‘flopi drarv/ nounC
[2,4,10,11] a common magnetic
storage device that reads and writes
data on a floppy disk..Also known as a
diskette drive.

flowchart /'[lautfa:t/ noun C [21] a Kind
of diagram used by programmers to
show the logical steps in a program or
by systems analysts to show logical
steps in the design of a system

folder /'faulda(r)/ noun C[7,13] see
directory

FORTRAN /'[>:treen/ noun U [21,22]
acronym for Formula Translator. A high-
level computing language that was
designed by scientists in 1954 and is
oriented toward manipulating formulas
for scientific, mathematical and
engineering problem-solving
applications..

forward /'fa:wad/ verb [13] to pass on
without changing the content, e.g. a
received email can be passed on to or
forwarded to another address

frame /frerm/ noun C [14] a section of a
webpage that acts as an independent
browser window. Clicking on a link in
one frame can cause a webpage to be
displayed in another frame, e.g. a
menu in one frame can provide links to
webpages that are displayed in
another frame.

Free Software Foundation / fri: softwea
faon'derfn/ noun U [6] an organisation
that is dedicated to producing software
that can be used by anyone who wants
to use it at no cost. It depends on the

voluntary effort of a large number of
programmers throughout the world
creating and improving programs and
making their work freely available to
others.

free up /T2 "ap/ verb [5] to make space
available, e.g. by deleting fileson a
hard disk

freeware /'[Ti:wea(r)/ noun U [15]
computer programs that are made
available to anyone who wants to use
them at no cost to the user

frequency band /'fri:kwansi bznd/ noun
C [23] a set of frequencies that are
used together to provide a path for the
transmission of signals

frequency display /'[ri:kwansi di splei/
noun C [9] an electronic device for
showing the frequency of a signal

frequency hopping /'fri:kwansi hopiy/
noun U [23] a process of changing
frequencies within a fixed bandwidth
during a transmission so that other
transmissions can use the same
bandwidth at the same time without
interfering with each other

FTP /ef ti: "pi:/ noun U [12,20]
abbreviation for file transfer protocol

full backup /ful "bekap/ noun C [19] a
type of backup that copies all the
selected files on a system whether or
not they have been edited or backed
up before

full-duplex /'ful dju:pleks/ adj [11,23]
able to transfer data in both directions
simultaneously, i-e..data can be
transmitted and received at the same
time

futurologist / fju:tf2'roladsist/ nounC
[24] a person who studies and predicts
what technology will be like and what
effects it will have in the future

games console /‘germz konsaul/ noun
C [23] an electronic device used for
playing computer games

gateway /'gertwel/ noun C [11, 12,13,
15,18] an interface that enables
dissimilar networks to communicate
such as two LANs based on different
topologies or network operafing
systems

Gb/GB /'gigabait/ nounC[2,9,11]
abbreviation for a gigabyte

geek /gi:k/ noun C [20] although it was
originally a derogatory term used for
an expert lacking in social skills, it is
now used in computing to mean a
dedicated expert

general packet radio service | dzenral
pekit ‘rediav s3:vis/ noun U [16] a
GSM data transmission technique that
transmits and receives data in packets
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general-purpose language / dsenral
pa:pas ‘lengwidy/ noun C [21] a
computer language that can be used to
write different types of programs

get listed /get ‘histid/ verb [15] to
register the Web address of a website
on an Internet search engine

GHz /'gigaha:ts/ noun C [2,23]
abbreviation for gigahertz

gigabit /'gigabit/ noun C [23] a unit of
storage capacity equal to 1 073 741
824 bits

gigabyte /'gigabait/ noun C [2] a unit of
storage capacity equal to 1 073 741
824 bytes

gigahertz /"gigaha:ts/ noun C [3] a unit
of frequency equal to one thousand
million hertz (cycles every second)

global positioning system / glaubl
po'zifnin sistam/ noun C [16] a
system that determines the user's
location by comparing radio signals
from several satellites

Gnome /ga'maum/ noun U [6] a project to
build a complete user-friendly Unix-like
desktop system based entirely on free
software. It is part of the GNU project
and part of the OpenSource movement.

GNU /ga'nu:/ noun U [6] a freely
distributed portable Unix compatible
software system

GPRS / dst: pi: a:r ‘es/ noun U [16]
abbreviation for general packet radio
service

GPS / dsi: pi: ‘es/ noun C [16,20]
abbreviation for global positioning
system

graphic equaliser / greefik
i:kwa laza(r)/ noun C [9] an electronic
device that uses slider controls to
adjust the frequency response of an
audio system

graphical (user) interface / grafikl
mtafers/ noun C [6,7,21] the part of an
operating system that allows the user
to interact with a computer using
graphic images and a cursor

grep /grep/ noun U [6] a Unix command
for searching through one or more text
files for a specific text string

GUI /'gu:i/ noun C [7] acronym for
graphical user interface

hack /hak/ verb [6,20,23] to gain
unauthorised access to a network
system

hacker /"hazka(r)/ noun C [18,20] a
skilled programmer who attempts to
gain unauthorised access to a network
system

half-duplex /'ha:f dju:pleks/ adj [11]
able to transfer data in both directions
but only in one direction at a time, i.e.
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data can be transmitted or received but
not at the same time

handheld (computer) /'h&ndheld/ noun
C [1,7,16] a small portable computer
that can be held in one hand

hang /h&n/ verb [17] to suddenly and
unexpectedly stop processing during
the execution of a program

hard (disk) (drive) 'ha:d (disk) (dramv)
noun C [1,2,5,8, 15,17, 18,19] a common
magnetic storage device that reads
and writes data on metal disks inside a
sealedcase

hardware /'ha:dwea(r)/ noun U
[1,5,6,16,17,19,21,22,23,24]the
physical components of a computer
system

(disk drive) head /hed/ noun C [2] the
part of a disk drive that reads and
writes data to the disk

header /'heda(r)/ noun C[11, 13] the first
section of a message that contains
information about the content and
transmission of the message including
the sending and destination addresses

headphone /‘hedfaun/ noun C [23]
sound output device that fits over the
ears of the user

help-desk/helpline /'helpdesk.
'helplam/ noun C[12,22] a telephone
service for helping users solve
problems that occur on computer
systems

hierarchical storage management
‘hara razkikl 'storids  manidsmont
noun U [19] a system of automatically
moving files to different storage media
depending on how often the files are
used, i.e. the least used files are
gradually archived. The less a file is
used the more difficult it becomes to
access it in the archive.

high-end package / hai 'end  pxkidy/
noun C [8] a set of computer programs
with a wide variety of complex features

Higher National Certificate / haro
niefanl sa'ufikat’ noun U [5] a British
college qualification that can be
gained through part-time or full-time
study. It is usually obtained before
studying for an HND.

Higher National Diploma / haia nefanl
di'plauma/ noun U [5] a British college
qualification that usually requires a
period of full-time study. It is more
advanced than an HNC and not as
advanced as a degree.

high-level language / hai leval
leengwids’ noun C [21] a programming
language closer to human language
than low-level computer languages
such as machine code or assembly
language

high-level program / hai leval
'praugriem/ noun C [12] a computer

program written using a high-level
language

highlight /'hailai/ verb [10,15] to select
by marking on the display screen

hijacking /"haidsekig/ noun U [18] a
computer crime that involves
redirecting anyone trying to visit a
certain website elsewhere

HNC /eitf en 'siz/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for Higher National
Certificate

HND /eitf en 'di:/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for Higher National
Diploma

Home button /‘haum  batan/ noun C [13]
the button icon on a Web browser
program that takes you to the starting
webpage

homepage /‘havmperds/ noun C [20] the
main start page of a website

host /haost/ noun C [13,18] a computer
that provides a service on a network /
a program that carries a virus

hot plug /'hot plag/ verb [2] to attach a
device to a system without switching
the system off and without causing
problems to the system

hover /‘"howvalr)/ verb [7]to hold a cursor
over an icon for a short period of time

HSM / eitf es 'em/ noun U [19]
abbreviation for hierarchical storage
management

HTML /ertf ti: em 'el/ noun U [6, 13,14,
16,21,22,25] abbreviation for hypertext
markup language. A page description
language that uses a system of tags
for creating web pages.

hub /hab/ noun C [11,15] an electronic
device at the centre of a star network
topology

humanoid /‘hju:manoid/ noun C[23]a
robot with human characteristics

hyperlink /"haipalink/ noun C[7,13,20] a
text or image in a webpage that causes
a related webpage to be displayed or
another program to be started when
the user clicks on the hyperlink using
the mouse

hypertext markup language / harpatekst
ma:kap lengwids noun U
[14,16,21] a page description language
that has a set of tags that can be
inserted into a document to make it act
as a webpage. The tags determine how
the document is displayed on the
screen and marks the position of
hyperlinks.

I/O /a1 'au/ noun C [17] abbreviation for
input/output

IBM /a1 bi: ‘em/ noun U [6,22,23,25]
abbreviation for International Business
Machines, the largest computer

company in the world. It launched the
first personal computer called the 1BM
PC which quickly became the standard.

IC /a1 'siz/ noun C [12] abbreviation for
integrated circuit. A complete
electronic circuit built on a single
silicon chip.

icon ('atkon/ noun C [7,21] a small
picture used in a WIMP system to
represent a program folder or file

IEEE 802.11 /a1 iz i: 'i: ert au tu:
pamt wan 'wan/ noun U[23]a
wireless networking system standard
approved by the American regulating
organisation called the Institute of
Electrical and Electronic Engineers

I-frame /'ar freim/ noun C [9] the
common name for an intra frame in an
MPEG compressed file

image editor /'mmid; edita(r)/ noun C[8]
a computer program that allows the
user to make changes to images

image map /'mmud; meep/ noun C[14] a
graphic image with separate areas that
contain hyperlinks to different parts of
a website

IMAP /"aimzp/ noun U [13] acronym for
Internet mail access protocol

inbox /'mboks/ noun C [13] the folder in
an email program where emails are
stored when they are first received

incremental backup / inkra mental
hekap/ noun C [19] a type of backup
that copies all the selected files that
have been changed since the last full
differential or incremental backup

industrial scientific and medical band
/m dastrial samantifik and 'medikl
hand/ noun U [23] a set of radiowave
frequenciescentredaround2.45GHZ
used for industrial scientific and
medical devices and for Bluetooth
devices

information superhighway (the)
' mfa meifn 'su:pa harwer’ noun U
[1,24] an informal term for a global
high-speed network providing
communication services that are freely
available to everyone, i.e. a highly-
developed Internet system

information technology / mfs meifn
tek ‘noladsi/ noun U [22,23,24,25] the
study and practice of techniques or
use of equipment for dealing with
information

inheritance /m'herrtans/ noun U [21] a
key feature of object-oriented
programming that allows specific
instances of a class to inherit all the
properties of the class, e.g. squares
are a specific instance of rectangles
and inherit all the properties of
rectangles



in-house /'in haos/ adj [22] done by
employees of an organisation rather
than people outside the organisation

initialise (the hard disk) /1'nifalaz/ verb
[18] to reboot or restart the computer

input ‘mput/ verb [2,4,6] to put data
into a system

input /‘mput/ noun U [2,6,7,21,23] data
put into a system

input device /‘mput di vais/ noun C[2,7]
a piece of equipment used for putting
data into a computer

instruction /m’strak[n/ noun C [18,21]
one line of a computer program

integrated services digital network
/ muigreitid sa:visiz | didgital
‘netwa:k/ noun U [16] a broadband
network communications system that
allows the ordinary analogue
telephone system to carry digital
signals including voice, data, text,
graphics and video

Intel /'mtel’ noun U [2,23,25] the
American company that designs and
produces the electronic processors
used in most of the computers in the
world

intelligent agent /i tchidsant 'erdsant/
noun C [7,24] a computer utility
program that uses artificial intelligence
to perform tasks for the user such as
retrieving and delivering information
and automating repetitive tasks

interactive /inta'rektv/ adj [21,24]
allows two-way communication so that
the user can respond or interact with
the system

interface /‘mtafers/ noun C [6, 7,9, 11, 16,
24] the hardware or software that
connects two systems and allows them
to communicate with each other

Internet (protocol) address /‘intanet
a.dres/ noun C [12,13] a 32-bit code
number assigned to every node on the
Internet. It consists of a series of
numbers that identify the major
network and the sub-networks to
which a node is attached and provides
a path that gateways can use to route
information from one machine to
another.

(Microsoft) Internet Explorer / mtanet
ik ‘splazra(r)/ noun U [17] a free
browser program developed by the
Microsoft Corporation

Internet mail access protocol / imntanet
meil jekses 'pravtakol/ noun U [13]
a set of standards for accessing email
messages stored on an email server.
Initially only message headers are
retrieved. Users can then organise or
delete messages on the server and
download individual messages.

Internet protocol / ntanet 'prautakol/
noun U [12] the basic set of standards
for enabling computers to
communicate over the Internet

Internet service provider / mtanet
sarvis pra vaida(r)/ noun C [14,23] an
organisation that provides Internet
connections for a fee

Internet (the) /'mtanet/ noun U [1,5,6, 11,
12,13,14,15,16,17,18,20,21,22,23,24,2
5] the connection of computer
networks across the world

interpreter /m’ta:prita(r)/ noun C[5]a
program that converts other programs
into machine code line by line as the
programs are being used

intra frame /‘mtra freun/ noun C[9]a
type of image frame used in MPEG
compression which contains only
information in the picture ‘itself

intranet /mntronet/ noun C[7,23]a
computer network that is internal to an
organisation and uses the TCP/IP
protocol in the same way as the
Internet

IP /a1 "p1:/ noun U [12] abbreviation for
Internet protocol.. A part of the TCP/IP
protocol used on the Internet.

IP address /a1 'pi: a dres/ noun C [13]
abbreviation for Internet protocol
address

IP-layer /a1 'pi: leia(r)/ noun C [12] the
IP part of a TCP/IP system

IRC /a1 a: 'si/ noun U [12,20]
abbreviation for Internet relay chat. An
Internet service that allows user to
have a conversation by sending text
messages to each other in real-time.

iris recognition /'amris rekag nifn/ noun
U [16] a process of identifying a user
by scanning their eyes

IS Manager /ar ‘'es manidza(r) nounC
[22] an abbreviated form of information
systems manager. A person who
manages a computer-based service
that provides information that is useful
to a particular organisation.

ISDN /a1 es di: 'en/ noun U [16]
abbreviation for integrated services
digital network

isolation adapter / asa'lein o depta(r)/
noun C [11] an electronic device that
isolates a network system from high
voltages and allows it to use the mains
electricity cables for connecting
computers together and transferring
data

ISP /a1 es 'piz/ noun C [12,13,14,20]
abbreviation for Internet service
provider

IT /a1 "ti/ noun U [5,8,22,23,24]
abbreviation for information
technology
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iteration /rta'rerfn/ noun C[21] a process
that is repeated as long as certain
conditions remain true

Java "dsaival/ noun U [21,22,23] an
object-oriented computer
programming language that was
developed by Sun Microsystems in the
mid 1990s.. Programs written in Java
can be used on a wide range of
operating systems. It is widely used for
developing interactive applications for
the Internet.

JavaScript /'dza:vaskript/ noun U [22] a
scripting language that allows simple
programs to be embedded into HTML
documents

JPEG /'dser peg/ noun U [9] abbreviation
for joint photographic expert group the
committee that devised a common
standard for image file format and
compression..JPEG compression is
commonly used for photographic
images in webpages because it creates
very small files.

jukebox /'dsu:kboks/ noun C [19]
informal name for an optical disk drive
that stores many optical disks.. The
disks are loaded into the drive when
required by the host computer.

JUMP command/instruction /'dzamp
ka mamd, m strak[n/ noun C[18] a
programming instruction that causes a
program to change ‘its normal
sequence

junk email /dsank 'i:meil/ noun U [12]
unwanted and unsolicited email that is
normally adverfising or trying to sell
something

Kb/KB /'kilabait/ noun C [2] abbreviation
for a kilobyte. A unit of storage
capacity equal to 1024 bytes.

Kbit/s /" kilabits/ noun C [16,23]
abbreviation for kilobits per second. A
unit of signal speed equal to 1024 bits
every second. A more common form is
kbps.

kbps / kilabits pa 'sekand/ noun C[23]
abbreviation for kilobits per second.. A
unit of signal speed equal to 1024 bits
every second.

KDE / ker di: 12/ noun U [6] a graphical
user interface used with the Linux
operating system

kernel /"ka:nal/ noun C [6,24] the lowest
level layer at the core of an operating
system. It deals with allocating
hardware resources to the rest of the
operating system and the application
programs.
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keyboard /'ki:bo:d/ noun C [L,2,6,11, 16,
19,23,24] the main electronic input
device that has keys arranged in a
similar layout to a typewriter

keystroke /'ki:stravk/ noun C [18] the
process of pressing and releasing a
key on a keyboard

keyword /'ki:wz:d/ noun C [13] a word
used to categorise documents or
records in a file.. Keywords can be used
by a search engine to find relevant
links on the Internet.

kHz /'kilaha:ts/ noun C [9] abbreviation
for kilohertz. A unit of frequency equal
to 1000 cycles every second.

killer application /'kilor apli kerfn/
noun C [23] an application program
that is particularly useful and popular,
making a computer system very
successful

knowledge base /'nolids beis/ nounC
[17, 22] a collection of information that
can be easily modified, revised and
manipulated to enable the user to
solve particular problems

LAN /len/ noun C [5,8, 11,15, 17,23]
acronym for local area network

language processor /'lengwids
prausesa(r)/ noun C [5] software that
performs computer language
translation

laptop (computer) /'laptop/ noun C [23]
the largest type of portable computer

laser printer /'leiza printa(r)/ nounC
[8,16,17,21,25] a printer that prints
using toner powder and laser light on a
photosensitive drum

LCD /el st "di/ noun C [10] abbreviation
for liquid crystal display..An electronic
display device that uses liquid crystal
cells to control the reflection of light.

leased line / li:st 'lam/ noun C[8]a
cable connection that is rented for use
in a communications system

library /‘latbrari/ noun C [21,22] a set of
programmed functions that are made
available for use by any program

line driver /'lam dramva(r)/ noun C [11]
an electronic circuit that provides high
currents or voltages to other electronic
circuits

line size /'lam sarz/ noun C [2] the
amount of data transferred each time
there is a transfer between the main
memory and cache memory

link /ligk/ noun C [13, 14,15] a common
term used for a hyperlink, i.e. the
connection of a webpage to another
webpageorfile

Linux /'lainaks/ noun U [6] a clone of the
Unix operating system created by Linus

Torvalds for use on personal
computers

Linux distribution /'lamaks
distri, bju:fn/ noun C [6] the Linux-user
term for a complete operating system
kit complete with the utilities and
applications needed to make it do
useful things, e.g..command
interpreters, programming tools, text
editors, typesetting tools and graphical
user ‘interfaces

load /laud/ verb [6,18] to copy a
program from a storage device into the
computer's memory

local area network / laukl eoria
'netwz:k/ noun C [8,11] computers
connected together over a small area
such as a company department

log /Ipg/ verb [11] to record the time
that an event happened

log /Ipg/ noun C [20] a record of when an
event happened

log on /lng 'pn/ verb [6,12, 18, 19,20,23]
to connect to a network system
account normally using a password

logic bomb /'lndsik bom/ noun C [18,20]
destructive code introduced into a
program that is triggered by some
event taking place on the computer
system at a later time

logic circuit /'lndsik sa:kit/ noun C[2]a
digital electronic circuit that compares
two or more inputs and gives an output
according to a particular rule of logic

look-up table /'luk ap teibl/ nounC
[12,13] a method by which a program
uses two sets of related records to find
a required value. It is quicker than
calculating the value using a formula
but takes up more memory space.

loop structure /'lu:p strakifa(r)/ noun C
[21] see iteration

low-level language / lau leval
lengwids/ noun C [22] a computer
language such as machine code or
assembly language that is closer to the
form that a computer understands than
to that of a human language

loyalty card /'loialti ka:d/ noun C[2] an
electronic card that gives the owner
discount on purchases at a particular
store depending on how much they

spend
lpr /el pi: ‘a:(r)/ noun U [6] a Unix
command for printing afile

Is /el "es/ noun U [6] a Unix command for
displaying a list of files in a directory

LVD /el vi: "di/ noun U [2] abbreviation
Low Voltage Differential. The interface
used in Ultra2 and Ultra3 SCSI.

m /em/ noun C [23] abbreviation for
metre. An ‘international unit for
distance.

mA /‘miliiemp/ noun C [23] abbreviation
for milliamp.. A unit of current equal to
one thousandth of an amp.

(Apple) Mac /mak/ noun C [7] the
common name for the Apple Macintosh
range of computers. A type of personal
computer manufactured by Apple
Computer Incorporated.

MAC /mak/ noun C [18] acronym for
message-authentication code

machine code /ma'fi:n kavd/ nounC
[22] a computer language that consists
entirely of a combination of 1s and Os

machine intelligence /ma [in
mn'telidzans/ noun U [24] another name
for artificial “intelligence

Mac 05 / maxk au ‘es/ noun C [6] the
family of operating systems used on
the Apple Macintosh range of
computers

macro virus /‘makrau | vairas/ nounC
[18] a virus program in the form ofa
macro program

magnetic tape /mig netuk ‘terp/ noun U
[19,24,25] a magnetic storage medium
in the form of a thin plastic ribbon
wound on a reel or a cassette. Itis
commonly used for backing up data.

mail bombing /‘meil bomin/ noun U
[18] a computer crime that involves
inundating an email address with
thousands of messages slowing or
even crashing the server

mail client /'meil klaiant/ noun C [13]
an email program that connects to an
email server to send and receive email

mail server /'meil sa:va(r)/ noun C [13]
a network service that stores email
messages and enables email clients to
send and receive emails

mailbox /‘meilboks/ noun C [13] a folder
used by an email server to store a
user's emails

mailmerge /‘meilmz:ds/ nounC[3,8]a
wordprocessing facility that causes a
maliling list to be automatically
combined with a standard letter to
produce a separate copy of the letter
addressed to each person on the
mailing list

main memory / mem 'memari/ noun U
[2] the electronic memory that holds
the programs and data being used

mainframe (computer) /' memfremy’ noun
C[2,5, 6,21, 22] the largest and most
powerful type of computer. It is
operated by a team of professionals.

mains line /‘'memz lamn/ noun C [11] the
main electricity supply



man /man/ noun U [6] a Unix command
for viewing the online manual pages
on a Unix system

markup language /‘ma:kap lengwids/
noun C [14] a set of tags that can be
inserted into a document to indicate its
layout and appearance

massively parallel / masivli "peralel/
adj [24] being part of a system in
which an application is processed by
up to 200 or more processors at the
same time. Each processor using its
own operating systems and memory
and working on a different part of the
program.,

Mb/MB /'megabart/ noun C[2,12]
abbreviation for a megabyte

Mbit/s / megabit pa 'sckand nounC
[23] abbreviation for megabit per
second. A unit of signal speed equal to
1 048 576 bits every second.

Mbps / megabits pa 'sekand/ nounC
[23] abbreviation for megabits per
second. A unit of signal speed equal to
1 048 576 bits every second.

megabyte /‘megabait/ noun C[2,9,17] a
unit of storage capacity equal to 1 048
576 bytes

megahertz /‘megaha:is/ noun C[2] a unit
of frequency equal to 1 million cycles
every second

megohm /‘megacm/ noun C [12] a unit
of electrical resistance equal to 1
million ohms

memory /‘memari/ noun U [2,5,6, 11, 15,
18, 19,24] the electronic part ofa
computer system that is used for
temporarily storing the programs and
data that are being used by the
processor

menu /'menju:’ noun C[2,7,21] alist of
options displayed on a computer
screen

menu bar /'menju: ba:(r)/ nounC
[10,16] a row of icons on a display
screen that open up menus when
selected

message-authentication code / mesids
2: Benti'keifn koaud/ noun C [18] a
number produced by a message-digest
function that is used to make a
message tamper-proof and provide
message “integrity

message-digest function / mesidy
‘daidsest fapk[n/ noun C[18] a
program function that processes a
message to produce a number called a
message-authentication code. This
number is then used to make a
message tamper-proof.

message-integrity scheme / mesid;
m'tegrati skizm/ noun C [18] a system
that allows the receiver of a message

to detect whether someone has
tampered with the message in transit
metadata /'metadeita/ noun U [14] data
about data in a document
metalanguage /‘'metalengwidy’ nounC
[14,21] a language from which you can
create other languages

MHz /'megaha:is/ nounC[2,23]
abbreviation for megahertz

microchip /‘maikratfip/ noun C[22]an
electronic integrated circuit in a small
package

microcomputer /‘maikravkam pju:ta(r)
noun C [6, 11] a personal computer.
Smaller and less powerful than a
mainframe or a minicomputer.

microprocessor / matkrao'prausesa(r)
noun C [3,16,25] the main electronic
chip in a computer. It can be thought of
as the 'brain’ of the computer because
it does the main processing and
controls the other parts of the
computer. It is sometimes called the
CPU.

Microsoft /'maikrasoft/ noun U
[2,5,6,18,20,22,25] the common name
for the Microsoft Corporation. The
company founded by Bill Gates that
developed the MS-DOS and Windows
operating systems and a variety of
software commonly used on desktop
computers.

microwave /‘'maikrawerv/ noun C[23]a
high-frequency electromagnetic wave
used in data communication systems

MIDI (‘mudi/ noun U [9, 17,18] acronym
for musical ‘instrument digital
interface. A standard for connecting
musical instruments to computer
systems.

minicomputer /'mimikam pju:ta{r)/ noun
C [6] a computer that is slightly less
powerful and a little smaller than a
mainframe

Minix /'muniks/ noun U [6] a compact
Unix clone written as a teaching aid by
ProfessorAndy Tannenbaum

mirroring /‘murari/ noun U [17] a
technique used in RAID 1 systems
where at least two hard disks are
paired in such a way that the hard disk
controller writes each byte of data to
both disks. This ensures that a backup
exists should the primary disk drive
fail.

misdirection routine /misda‘rek|n, di-,
dai- ru: tizn/ noun C [18] the part of a
computer virus that enables it to hide
itself by altering the normal sequence
of instructions in another program

mixing desk /‘miksim desk/ noun C[9]
an electronic device used in audio
recording that allows a number of
audio inputs to be mixed together
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mkdir / em ker 'dia(r)/ noun U [6] a Unix
and MS-DOS command for creating a
directory

MO /'em aw/ adj [19] abbreviation for
magneto-optical.. Used to describe
storage devices that use a combination
of magnetism and laser light.

mobile phone / maubail 'faun/ nounC
[15, 16,23] a wireless telephone that
operates over a wide area

modem /‘'maudem/ nounC
[2,5,10,11, 12, 16,23] short for
modulator/demodulator..An electronic
device that converts signals to enable
a computer to be connected to an
ordinary telephone line.

modulation / modjo'lefn/ noun U [23] a
process of combining a data signal
with a carrier wave by causing the data
signal to modify the amplitude
frequency or phase of the carrier wave

monitor /‘monita(r)/ nounC
[1,2,9,16,17, 18,24] the main output
device used to display the output from
a computer on a screen. See VDU.

MOO /mu:/ noun C [12,16] acronym for
multi-user object oriented. An Internet
virtual environment developed from
multi-user adventure games that
allows many users to ‘interact.

motherboard /'madaba:d/ nounC
[2,5,16] the main electronic circuit
board ‘inside a computer that holds
and connects together all the main
electronic components

mouse /mais/ noun C [1,2,7,11,17,21,
23,25] a common cursor control input
device used with a graphical user
interface. It commonly has two or three
button switches on top and a ball
underneath that is rolled on a flat
surface.

mouse button /‘mawus batan/ nounC
[10] a switch on a mouse that is
pressed to select an object on the
screen

mouse pointer /‘maus pamta(r)/ nounC
[15] a cursor image in the shape of an
arrow that is controlled by a mouse
and is used for pointing and selecting
icons on the screen

MouseKeys /‘mauski:z/ noun U [7]a
Microsoft Windows operating system
feature that changes the function of
the numeric keypad keys on a
computer keyboard so that they can be
used to control the screen cursor

MP3 /em pi: 'Briz/ noun U [9,23]
abbreviation for MPEG Audio Layer 3. A
Motion Picture Experts Group standard
for audio compression.

MPEG /‘empeqy/ noun U [9,23] a standard
video compression scheme. The term
is an acronym for Motion Picture
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Experts Group a committee that
develops standards for audio and
video file formats and compression.

MS-DOS /em es 'dos/ noun U [6,25]
abbreviation for Microsoft disk
operating system. The command line
operating system that was used in the
first PCs.

multimedia / malti'mi:dia/ noun U
[1,2,13, 15,21] the combination of text
graphics animation sound and video

multimodal input / malti maudal
mput/ noun U [7] the process of
operating a user interface using a
combination of types of input, e.g.
keyboard and speech recognition

MVS /em vi: ‘es/ noun U [6,22]
abbreviation for multiple virtual
storage. It is the name given to a
family of operating systems used on
IBM mainframe computers

mW /'miliwot/ noun C [23] abbreviation
for milliwatt..A unit of power equal to
one thousandth of a watt.

My Briefcase /mai 'bri:fkers/ noun U [7]
a Microsoft Windows feature that
simplifies the process of copying and
synchronising files between a desktop
and a portable computer

natural-language programming / natfral
lengwids ‘praugramin/ noun U [21]
the process of writing programs using
a computer language that is very
similar to natural human language

near-line storage / nia lam ‘sto:ridy/
noun U [19] the part of a hierarchical
storage management system that
stores’infrequently-used files in a way
that will allow them to be easily
retrieved

Net (the) /net/ noun U [12,15,24] the
common name for the Internet

NetPC / net pi: 'si;/ noun U [11] an
industry specification for a low-cost
basic Windows PC with an Intel
processor designed for use on a multi-
user network system. It is managed
centrally and has no floppy disk drive
CD-ROM drive or hardware expansion
slots, i.e. it is a type of thin client.

Netscape Communicator / netskeip
ko'mjusnikerta(r)/ noun U [11,15] a
widely used web browser package

NetWare /‘netwea(r)/ noun U [6,22] a
widely-used LAN operating system
produced by Novell Incorporated

network /‘netwa:k/ verb [7,21] to
connect a number of computers and
peripheral devices together

network /‘netwa:k/ noun C[1,2,3,4,5,6,7,
8,11,12,15,16,17,18,19,20,22,23,24]a
combination of a number of computers

and peripheral devices connected
together

network computer /‘netwa:k
kam pju:ta(r)/ noun C[11] a computer
designed using the industry
specification from Oracle and Sun
Microsystems for a low-cost basic
personal computer that can have an
Intel processor or another type of
processor and can use a Java-based
operating system. It is designed for
use on a multi-user network system
and is managed centrally. It has no
floppy disk drive, CD-ROM drive or
hardware expansion slots, i.e. it is a
type of thin client.

network guru /‘netwa:k  goru:/ nounC
[22] a person who is an expert in
networking and gives talks and advice
on the future development of
networking

network layer ('netwa:k leia(r)/ nounC
[11] the part of a network
communications system that forms the
data into packets and selects a route
for the message

network operating system / netwa:k
'‘pparertin | sistam/ noun C [11] an
operating system that is used to
administer and control a network
allowing computers to share hardware
and software while providing file
security and backup facilities

neural net(work) /'njuaral  net(wak)/
noun C [3,23] an artificial intelligence
system that is capable of developing
rules from given input so that it learns
how to deal with more complex input

newsgroup /'nju:zgru:p/ nounC
[12,14,22] an Internet discussion group
that uses a restricted area on a server
computer to display messages about a
common interest

node /naud/ noun C [11,12] a network
terminal or point where a computer is
connected to a network

notebook (computer) /'naotbuk/ nounC
[23] a portable computer that is about
the same size as a piece of writing
paper

Novell /nau'vel/ noun U [22] the common
name for Novell Incorporated. The
American company that designs and
produces the Netware network
operating system.

numeric keyboard /nju: merik 'ki:ba:d/
noun C [7] the section of a computer
keyboard that includes keys for
entering numerical digits (0-9) and
mathematical operators (+-,/)

object /'obdsekt/ noun C[21] an object-
oriented programming module that has
its own properties created by bundling
data and program ‘instructions together

object-oriented programming / nbdsekt
arientid ‘pracgramin/ noun U [21] a
type of programming where programs
are made from combinations of
predefined modules that can be used
over and over again

OCR /2w si: "ax{r)/ noun U [3]
abbreviation for optical character
recognition

(Microsoft) Office /'pfis/ noun U [8,22] a
widely-used application package
developed by the Microsoft
Corporation that includes programs
used in a typical office, e.g. a
wordprocessor and spreadsheet

office application / suite /'pfis
@ph kei[n, swiit/ nounC[5,8]a
computer program or set of programs
that are used in a typical office, e.g. a
wordprocessor spreadsheetand
database

offline /of'lam/ adj [12,19] disconnected
from a computer system or the Internet

online /on'lam/ adj [12,13,14, 16,19, 22,
23,24] connected to a computer
system or the Internet

Q0P /20 a0 'piz/ noun U [21] acronym
for object-oriented programming

Open Source /aupan 'sacs/ adj [6] part
of a system of software development
where anyone is free to take a copy of
the source code and extend develop or
fix bugs in it

operating system /‘Dparertiny sistom/
nounC|2,5,6,17,18,19,21, 22, 25] the
set of programs that control the basic
functions of a computer and provides
communication between the
application programs and the
hardware

optical character recognition / ppuikl
kerikta rekag'nifn/ noun U [3]a
process that enables a computer to
scan and recognise printed characters
using the reflection of light

optical fibre / pptikl 'farba(r)/ nounC
[23] a common name for glass fibre
cable used in high speed networks. It
enables data signals to be transmitted
using laser light.

optical media / pptikl 'mi:dia/ noun U
[19] data storage material that is
written to or read from using laser light

ORACLE /'prakl/ noun U [22] a widely
used database management system

0S /au 'es/ noun C [6] abbreviation for
operating system

0S X /20 es 'ten/ noun U [25] version 10
of the Apple Macintosh operating



system. It is a modular OS and has a
desktop with a 3-D appearance. It
includes support for UNIX-based
applications as well as older Mac
applications..

05/2 / au es tu/noun U [6] a
multitasking desktop operating system
for PCs that was marketed by IBM

Outlook Express / autluk 1k'spres/ noun
U [17] a free graphical interface email
program integrated into the Internet
Explorer browser developed by the
Microsoft Corporation

output "actpot/ noun U [2,8,21,23] the
processed data or signals that come
out of a computer system

pA /‘pizkavwemp/ noun C[23]
abbreviation for picoamp. A unit of
current equal to a millionth of a
millionth ofan amp.

(software) package /'pakids nounC
[6,12,16,22] an application program or
collection of programs that can be
used in different ways

packet /'pakit/ noun C [11,12,13] a fixed
size unit of data prepared for
transmission across a network.
Messages are normally divided into
packets before transmission.

packet-switching /‘pekit switfimy/ noun
U [23] a method of transferring data
across a network by dividing it into
packets and transferring the packets
individually from node to node then
putting the packets together again
when they arrive at the destination

page-description language / peid;
dis'kripfn  leggwids/ noun C[21] a
type of programming language that
uses tags to define the layout of a
document, e.g. HTML is a page-
description language used to design
webpages

pager / peidsalr)/ noun C [16,20] a small
radio receiver which beeps to alert the
wearer of messages or telephone calls.
It displays the telephone number of
the caller so the wearer can call back.
Some pagers can display very short
messages.

Palm Pilot /'pa:m pailat/ noun U [11] a
popular handheld personal organiser
produced by 3Com

palm-size PC / pa:m saiz pi: 'siz/ noun
C [7] another name for a handheld IBM
compatible computer

palmtop (computer) /'pa:mtop/ nounC
[16] a portable computer that is small
enough to be held in the palm of one
hand. See handheld computer.

pane /pem/ noun C [10] a subsection of a
graphical user interface window

parity data /'perati deita/ noun U [17]
extra data bits added to the end of
units of data before transmission and
then checked and added after
transmission to see if the data has
arrived accurately

Pascal /pws’kel/ noun U [5,21] a high-
level structured computer language
named after the mathematician Blaise
Pascal. It’is often used in college
computing courses to teach
programming..

password /'pa:swa:d/ nounC
[6,12,16, 19, 20,21] a secret code used
to control access to a network system

paste /peist/ verb [21] to insert a copy of
data held in a computer's memory at a
chosen position

patch /patf/ verb [18] to insert
programming code into a computer
program to fix or modify it in some way

payload / peilaud/ noun C [18] the part
of a virus that carries out the threat
such as displaying a slogan on the
screen

payroll package /'peiraul pakids/ noun
C [8] a set of computer programs used
for calculating pay cheques

PC /pi: 'siz/ noun C [1,2,5,6,17,19,21,23,
25] abbreviation for an IBM type of
personal computer

PC-DOS / pi: si: 'dos/ noun U [6] an
operating system for desktop PC
computers that is similar to MS-DOS

PCMCIA / pi: si: em si: ar 'er/ noun U
[2] a type of interface for connecting
credit-sized electronic upgrade cards
to portable computers.. Devised by the
Personal Computer Memory Card
International Association.

PDA / pi: di: ‘et noun C[2,23]
abbreviation for personal digital
assistant. A small handheld computer
providing a variety of tools for
organising work, e.g. a calendar, to do
list, diary, address list, calculator, etc.

pen-based computer / pen berst
kam'pju:ta(r)/ noun C[2,6] a small
computer that has a pen input device
instead of a keyboard

Pentium /'pentiam/ noun C [2,17,25] a
family of processors produced by the
Intel Corporation

peripheral /pa’rifaral/ noun C [2,15, 16,
23] a piece of equipment that is
connected to the central processing
unit of a computer system

personal computer / p3:sonl
kam'pju:ta(r)/ noun C[L,7,22,23,25] a
computer designed to be used by one
person at a time

personal organiser / pa:sanl
'a:ganamza(r)/ noun C[23] see PDA
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P-frame /'pi: fremm/ noun C [9] the
common name for a predicted frame in
an MPEG compressed file

Photoshop /(26120 [op/ noun U [23] an
image-editing computer program
produced by Adobe Systems Inc.

physical layer /'fizikl leia(r)/ nounC
[11] the part of a network
communications system that encodes
the packets into the medium that will
carry them and sends the packets
along that medium

piconet /'pi:kaonet/ noun C [23] a set of
very small low power wireless links
consuming only picoamps of electricity
that are set up between Bluetooth
devices when they are within
10 metres of each other

piggybacking / pigibzkin/ noun U [18] a
computer crime that involves using
another person's identification code or
using that person's files before he or
she has logged off

PIM /pim/ noun C [8] acronym for
personal information manager. A
computer program that provides a
variety of tools for organising work,
e.g. acalendar, to do list, diary,
address list, calculator, etc.

PIN /pm/ noun C [16] an acronym for
personal identification number.. A
unique number used by electronic
systems to indicate who a person is.

platform /'pletfom/ noun C[14,22] a
distinctive type of computer system
that needs software to be written
specifically for it, e.g..PC, Apple Mac,
etc.

PlayStation /'pleistieifn/ noun U [8] a
games console developed by the Sony
Corporation

pointer /'pomntalr)/ noun C[7]an arrow-
shaped cursor

polymorphism / poli'mo:fizm/ noun U
[21] a key feature of OOP programming
by which different objects can receive
the same ‘instructions but deal with
them in different ways

POP /pop/ noun U [12,13,14] acronym
for post office protocol

port /pait/ verb [6] to convert for use in
another operating system or computer
platform

port replicator /'pa:t replikeita(r)/ noun
C [2] a device that connects to a
portable computer to make it easier to
connect peripheral devices

portable (computer) /'pa:tabl/ noun C [2]
a computer that'is small and light
enough to be carried from place to
place. It can usually be powered by
batteries..
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post /paust/ verb [12] to display a
message in a computer newsgroup or
bulletin board

post office protocol / paust pfis
‘prautakol/ noun U [13] a message-
retrieval protocol used by many mail
clients to get messages from a server.
It only allows you to download all
messages in your mailbox at once and
works in ‘pull' mode, i.e. the receiving
PCinitiatingthe connection.

predicted frame /pri‘'diktid fremm/ noun
C [9] a type of image frame used in
MPEG compression. A predicted frame
only stores the differences in the
image compared to the previous
| frame or P frame.

presentation layer / prezon'tei[n
lesa(r)/ noun C [11] the part of a
network communications system that
ensures the message ‘is transmitted in
a language that the receiving computer
caninterpret

primary disk drive /'prammoari disk
dramv/ noun C [17] the main disk drive
ina computer. In a PC this'is usually a
hard disk known as the C drive.

Print Screen (key) /prmt ‘skri:n/ nounC
[7,10] the computer keyboard key that
copies the current display screen
image to memory or to the printer

printed circuit board / printid 'sz:kit
ba:d/ noun C [22] an electronic board
that holds and connects the
components of an electronic circuit

printer /'prmta(r)/ noun C [1,2,5,6, 17,21,
23] a common output device used for
printing the output of a computer on
paper

private key / prarvat 'kiz/ noun C [18]
secret code known only to the owner
that is used for encrypting and
decrypting messages

procedural language /pra'si:dgaral
l&engwids/ noun C [5] a computer
programming language that enables
programs to be written using sections
of code known as procedures..Each
procedure performs a specific task.

processor /'prausesalr)/ nounC
[2,7,11,17,23,25] the part of a
computer that processes the data

program ('praogrem/ noun C
[1,2,5,6,18,21,22,23,24, 25] aset of
instructions written in a computer
language that control the behaviour of
a computer

program /'pravgram/ verb [1,6, 11, 16,
20,21,23] to write a set of instructions
for controlling a computer using a
computer language

programmer /' pravgrema(r)/ noun C[4,
5,6,8,18,19,21,22,25] a person who
writes computer programs

programming /'prasgramin/ noun U
[5,21,22] the processes of writing a
computer program using a computer
language

programming language /'prougremin
lengwidy/ noun C [21] a computer
language used for writing computer
programs

protocol /'prauvtakol/ noun C [12,13,23]
a set of agreed standards

pseudocode /'sju:daukaud/ noun C [21]
a way of writing a description ofa
computer program using a mixture of
natural language and computer
language code

public domain / pablik da'mem/ noun U
[19] a condition in which there is no
copyright on a work such as a
computer program allowing it to be
freely copied and used

public key / pablik ‘ki:/ noun C [18] a
secret code the owner makes available
to others so that they can encrypt
messages they are sending to the
owner

public-key cryptography / pablik ki:
krip'tografit/ noun U [18] a method of
coding messages using public and
private keys to prevent others from
reading them

pull mode /'pul maud/ noun U [13] a
type of communication where the
receiving computer initiates the
connection

pull-down menu / pul daun 'menju:/
noun C [14] a list of choices that
appear below a menu fitle on a display
screen when the user clicks on the
menu title using a mouse

push operation /'pu| ppa,reifn/ noun U
[13] a communication where the
sending computer initiates the
connection

radar /'reida:(r)/ noun U [3,15] a system
of using the reflection of radio waves
to detect an object and determine its
location

radio button /‘reidiau  baten/ nounC
[13] one of a set of mutually exclusive
options in a dialog box, i.e. the user
can only select one, causing the others
to be deselected

RAID /reid/ noun U [2,17] acronym for
redundant array of inexpensive disks

RAID level /'reid levl/ noun C[17]a
particular arrangement of RAID array
disks.. Each RAID level is given a
number with higher numbers
indicating more elaborate methods for
ensuring a computer can recover from
hardware errors. The best known are
RAID 0 to RAID 5.

RAM /rm/ noun U [2,17] acronym for
random access memory

Rambus memory /'r&embas memori/
noun U [2] a fast memory architecture
commonly known as DRDRAM (or
RDRAM) that is a possible future
successor to SDRAM. It was originally
developed by Rambus Inc.

random access memory / r&ndam
‘®kses memari/ noun U [2] a type of
memory that can be accessed in any
order. RAM ‘is the main electronic
memory of a personal computer and is
used for storing the programs and data
being used.

raw data /ro: 'derta/ noun U [24] data
that has not been processed

RDBMS / a: di: bi: em ‘es/ noun C[22]
abbreviation for relational database
management system. A database
system that links files together as
required..

RDRAM /a: di: 'r&em/ noun U [2]
abbreviation for Rambus dynamic
random access memory. A new RAM
technology capable of very high-speed
transfer of data..See Rambus memory.

real-time /'rizl tamm/ noun U [12,23,24]
the immediate processing of computer
data enabling ‘interactive applications

reboot / ri:'bu:t/ verb [17] to restart a
computer operating system

record /'reko:d/ noun C[8, 19, 21] a
section of a database made up of
related database fields

recorder (program) /ri'ka:da(r)/ nounC
[9] a computer program that allows the
user to create their own audio CDs with
awriteable CD-ROM drive

Recycle Bin / ri:'saikl b/ noun U [7]
the folder in Microsoft Windows
operating systems where deleted files
are stored

redundant array of inexpensive disks
/r1,dandant 2 rer av mik spensiv
disks/ noun U [17] a storage system
consisting of a set of hard disks that
can be combined in different
arrangements to store data in such a
way that the data can be recovered if
one or more ofthe disks fail

reliable stream service /rr larabl 'strizm
s3:vis/ noun U [12] a data
management system provided by the
TCP protocol to ensure that data is
transferred across a network correctly.
It structures and buffers the data flow,
looks for responses, and takes action
to replace missing data blocks.

resident /‘rezidant/ adj [6,18] is kept in
the computer's memory

resistor /ri'zista(r)/ noun C[12]an
electronic component that reduces the
flow of current in a circuit



resolution / reza'lu:[n/ noun C[2,24] a
measure of the quality of a display
screen in terms of the amount of
graphical information that can be
shown on the screen. This partly
depends on the number of dots that
make up the image.

resolution protocol / rezo lu:[n
‘prautakol/ noun U [12] a set of
standards for software used with
internal look-up tables in a TCP/IP
network for routing data through a
gateway between networks

restore /r1'sto:(r)/ verb [17,19] to put
data back into’its original location

reverse engineering /ri vas
ends1 niarm/ noun U [24] to take an
object apart to discover how it was
originally designed and put together

RF /a:r ‘ef/ noun U [23] abbreviation for
radio frequency

right click /rant 'klik/ verb [7,21] to
press and release the right-hand
button on a mouse

ring main /'rin mem/ noun C[23]the
main electrical supply circuit in a
building

rip /rip/ verb [9] to extract songs from a
CD and turn them into WAV files

ripper /'ripa(r)/ noun C [9] a program
that extracts songs from a CD and
turns them into WAV files

rm /a:r em/ noun U [6] a Unix command
for deleting a file

rmdir / a:r em ‘dia(r)/ noun U [6] a Unix
and MS-DOS command for deleting a
directory

robot /‘raubot/ noun C [16,21,23,24] a
mechanical device controlled by a
computer

robotics /rau'botiks/ noun U [23] the
study of robot systems

rocket science /'rpkit sarans/ nounU
[24] something requiring great
intelligence or technical ability

ROM /rom/ noun U [2] acronym for read
only memory

route /ru:t/ noun C [11, 12] the path that
is used to transfer data in a network

route /ru:t/ verb [9,11,12] to move data
from node to node on a network

router /ru:ta(r)/ noun C [11,13,15,20] an
electronic device that links different
networks or parts of a network. It
determines the path that a signal
should take to reach’its destination.

rpm / a: pi: 'em/ noun C [2] abbreviation
for revolutions per minute

rule /ruzl/ noun C [3] the name given to
patterns found in data when using
neural networks

run /ran/ verb [5,6,17,18] to execute a
program, i.e. to get a program to
process the data

rwho /a: "hu:/ noun U [6] a Unix
command for displaying a report of
who is currently logged in to the local
network

s/w /'softwea(r)/ noun U [22]
abbreviation for software

salami shaving /sa'la:mi [ervin/ nounU
[18] a computer crime that involves
manipulating programs or data so that
small amounts of money are deducted
from a large number of transactions or
accounts and accumulated elsewhere

SAP /szp/ noun U [8,22] a widely used
enterprise resource planning tool
program

save /serv/ verb [1,10,15,18] to copy a
program or data to a storage device

scan /skan/verb [1,3,16,19] to copy text
or graphics using a scanner

scanner /‘sk&na(r)/ noun C[2,3,19] an
optical input device that uses the
reflection of light to copy text or
graphics into a computer

(monitor)(display) screen /skri:n/ nounC
[1,2,7,11,16,17,18,21,24,25]a
computer output device used for
displaying text and graphic images

scroll /skraol/ verb [16,17] to move
through displayed information
smoothly on the screen either
horizontally or vertically

scrollbar /‘skraulba:(r)/ noun C [14] the
part of a graphical user interface
window that allows the user to move
through a document by clicking or
dragging with the mouse

SCSI / es si: es 'ay/ noun U [2] acronym
for small computer systems interface.
A standard way of connecting
peripheral devices to a personal
computer system. Itis often used to
connect hard disks and CD-ROM drives
in server computers.

SDRAM / es di: ‘r&m/ noun U [2]
abbreviation for synchronous dynamic
random access memory. A type of fast
memory that uses a separate clock
signal in addition to the normal control
signals.

search engine /'s3:tf .endsin/ nounC
[1,6, 13,14,15,23] a program designed
to find information on the World Wide
Web according to data entered by the
user. Search engines are usually
accessed from special websites.

sector /'sekta(r)/ noun C[2,17] a
formatted section of a circular
magnetic track used for storing data on
a disk

seek time /'si:k taim/ noun C [17] the
amount of time taken by a disk drive to
find a particular track on a disk
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segment /‘segmant/ noun C[11]a
subdivision of data created by a
network communications transport
layer for which a checksum is
generated

serial /‘s1arial/ adj [24] designed to
transfer data sequentially, i.e. one data
bit after another

serial number /‘siarial namba(r)/ noun
C [17] a number that uniquely
identifies a product

serial port /'sierial poit/ noun C [12] the
small connector at the back of the
system unit of a personal computer
that is used to connect a serial device
such as a serial mouse or a modem.
Two serial ports labelled COM1 and
COM2 are usually provided on a PC.

server /'s3:va(r)/ noun C [6,8,11,12, 13,
15,17,18,22] a main computer that
provides a service on a network

service tag number /'sa:vis leg
namba(r)/ noun C [17] a number used
to identify a computer for maintenance
agreements

session layer /'sefn lea(r)/ noun C [11]
the part of a network communications
system that opens communications
and has the job of keeping straight the
communications among all nodes on
the network. It sets boundaries for the
beginning and end of a message and
establishes whether the messages will
be sent half-duplex or full duplex.

SGML /es dsi: em 'el/ noun U [14]
abbreviation for Standard Generalised
Markup Language

shareware /'[eawea(r)/ noun U [15,19]
software that is distributed freely and
only paid for if the user decides to
keep it

shell /fel/ noun C [6] a graphical user
interface for an operating system

shell script /' fel skript/ noun C[22]a
text file that contains a sequence of
commands for a UNIX-based operating
system. In DOS operating systems a
shell script is called a batch file,

shift key /[ift ki:/ noun C[7]the
computer keyboard key that is held
down to produce uppercase letters

signup /sam ‘ap/verb [12,14] to
register with a service

SimCity /stm'siti/ noun U [18] a well-
known computer simulation game in
which the users control various
aspects of running a virtual city

simple mail transfer protocol / simpl
meil ‘trensfa: prautakol/ nounU
[12,13] a set of standards for sending
email from an email client and
transferring email between server
computers on the Internet
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simulation / simjo'leifn/ noun C[12] a
programmed virtual environment that
imitates a real or planned system

site /sail/ noun C [11,12,13,15,18] a
common name for a website

site map /'sart map/ noun C [14,15] a
webpage that is used to show the
overall layout of a website

skin /skmn/ noun C [9] a computer
program that is used to change the
interface of another program, e.g. to
change the screen display on an MP3
player program

SM band /es 'em band/ noun U [23]
common name for the Industrial
Scientific and Medical frequency band

smart card /'sma:t ka:d/ nounC
[1,3,19,20] a plastic card containing a
processor and memory chip. It can be
used to store large amounts of
confidential data.

smart card reader /'sma:t ka:d
rizda(r)/ noun C [19] a device used for
reading smart cards

smart device /'sma:t di vais/ noun C [1]
a device that contains an embedded
processor and memory

smart phone /‘'sma:t faun/ noun C[24] a
telephone that contains an embedded
processor and memory and can
process data, e.g. translate English
into German, Japanese and Frenchin
realtime

SMS /es em ‘es/ noun U [16]
abbreviation for Short Message
Service. A method of sending text
messages that are 160 characters in
length or shorter over a mobile phone.

SMTP /s em ti: 'pid/ noun U [12,13]
abbreviation for simple message
transfer protocol

software /'softwea(r)/ noun U
[1,2,5,6,14,17,18,19,21,22,23,24,25]
the programs and data used in a
computer

software engineering /'softwear
ends niarin/ noun U [21] the discipline
of designing high quality software
solutions

software house /'spoftwea haos/ nounC
[25] a company that designs and
produces software

software piracy /'softwea  parrasi/ noun
U [18] a computer crime that ‘involves
unauthorised copying of a program for
sale or distributing to other users

soundcard /'saundka:d/ noun C[2,9] the
electronic circuit expansion board in a
computer that is used to process audio
signals and connect to and control a
microphone loudspeaker or
headphone

source code /'sacs kaud/ noun C [6]
programming code that has to be

processed by a compiler or translator
to make object code for use in a
computer

spam /spam/ noun U [12] unsolicited
email sent to large numbers of people
indiscriminately usually advertising or
trying to sell a product

speaker /'spizka(r)/ noun C [9,11]
common term for a loudspeaker. An
output device for providing sound
output.

spectrum analyser /'spektram
@nalarza(r)/ noun C [9] an instrument
that plots a graph of frequency
parameters for a complete frequency
band

splitter-based service /'splita beist
,53:v1s/ noun C [16] a DSL system that
separates the data signal from the
phone line as it enters a building and
sends itto a DSL modem

spoofing /'spu:firy/ noun U [18] a
computer crime that involves tricking a
user into revealing confidential
information such as an access code or
a credit card number

spread spectrum /‘spred spektram/
noun U [23] a radiowave system that
switches rapidly between different
frequencies in a frequency band
allowing a number of devices to share
the same frequency band without
interfering with each other

spreadsheet (program) /'spredi:t/ noun
C [5,6,8,16,17] a type of application
program with an array of cells that is
used for calculating formulas

SOL /es kju: ‘el noun U [22]
abbreviation for structured query
language.. A language used for
searching databases.

standalone /'stendalaun/ adj [5,9] not
connected to a network

standard generalised markup language
/stendad  dzenralaizd 'mazkap
leggwids/ noun U [14] the complex
metalanguage from which both HTML
and XML were created

Start (button) /sta:t/ noun C [10] an icon
on the bottom left corner of Microsoft
Windows operating system desktops
that allows the user to access
programs and data and to close down
the system

start bit /'sta:t bit/ noun C [11] a data bit
that marks the beginning of a data
block in a network transmission

Start menu /'sta:t menju:/ noun C [10]
the list of choices that opens up on the
display screen when the user clicks the
Start button in a Microsoft Windows
desktop

start-stop transmission / sta:t stop
trienz'mifn/ noun C [11] another name

for asynchronous transmission where
data is sent one byte (or character) at a
time

static earthing band / sta:tik "a:0m
band/ noun C [12] a strip of material
that is wound round the wrist of a
repair technician and connected to
earth to prevent the build up of static
electricity which could destroy
electronic components

status bar /'steitas ba:(r)/ noun C [10] a
narrow band displayed across the
bottom of a window in a Microsoft
Windows application to display useful
information for the user, e.g. number of
pages in a document

stealth virus /'steld varras/ noun C [18]
a type of virus that hides’itself making
it hard to detect

stop bit /'stop bit/ noun C [11] a data bit
that marks the end of a data block in a
network transmission

storage device /'sta:ndy di vais/ nounC
[2] a piece of equipment used for
reading from and writing to a storage
medium

storage medium /'sto:rids mi:diomy/
noun C [19] a material used for storing
programs and data

streaming /'strizmir/ noun U [13,16] a
process of downloading and storing
the next part of a data signal while the
first part is being used. In this way the
data signal, e.g. an audio or video is
fed to the slower destination device at
a steady rate.

string /strig/ noun C [6,11] a series of
data characters which can be a mixture
of letters or numbers

striping /'straipin/ noun U [17] a process
where data is spread across all drives
in a RAID array rather than filling up
one disk with data before writing to
the next disk in the array

structured language / straktfad
'lieengwids/ noun C [21] a computer
programming language that requires
the programmer to write programs
made up of self-contained units or
procedures

structured programming / straktfad
‘pravgraemin/ noun U [21] the process
of writing a program using a structured
programming language

subfolder /'sab faolda(r)/ noun C[10] a
storage area that provides a
subdivision of a folder so that stored
files can be organised into smaller
groups

submenu /'sab menju:/ noun C[7]alist
of choices that is displayed when the
user clicks on an item in a menu



sub-network /'sab netwa:k/ noun C [12]
a self-contained part of a larger
network

subpage /'sabperds/ noun C [14] a
webpage that gives further detailed
information about part of the
information on a main webpage

sub-program /'sab praugrem/ nounC
[22] a small program that performs a
specific function and is part of a larger
program

subset /‘sabset/ noun C[3] a small group
of related data that is part of a larger
set of data

supercomputer /'su:pakam pju:tar)/
noun C [2,24] the most powerful type
of mainframe computer

superset /'su:paset/ noun C[21] a larger
group of objects that include a smaller
set of objects

supervisor (program) /'su:pavaiza(r)/
noun C [6] the most important program
in the operating system. It is resident
and controls the entire operating
system. It loads other operating
system programs into memory when
they are needed.

support analyst /sa'pa:t @nalist/ nounC
[22] a person who provides help to
computer users by studying their
requirements and designing systems
to provide for their needs

support engineer /sa'pa:t endsi nia(r)/
noun C [22,25] a professional who
provides help for computer users by
designing, building, and maintaining
computersystems

support line /sa'pa:t lam/ noun C [12] a
telephone line that can be used to get
help with hardware or software
problems. See helpdesk/helpline.

support technician /sa'pa:t tek nifn/
noun C [22] a person who maintains
and troubleshoots problems with
computers

surf /sa:{/ verb [15,23] to browse
webpages on the Internet in an
unplanned way

surge protector /'sa:dj pra,tekta(r)/
noun C [19] an electronic device that
protects equipment from damage due
to sudden high voltage or current in
the power supply

SVGA /es vi: dgi: 'er/ noun U[2]
abbreviation for super video graphics
array. Avideo screen display standard
that provides 1024X768 or 1280X1024
pixel resolution with up to 16.7 miillion
colours

swipe card /'swaip ka:d/ nounC[2]a
plastic card with a magnetic strip
running across it containing
confidential data

SXGA /es eks dgi: 'er/ noun U [2]
abbreviation for super extended
graphics array. An IBM video screen
display standard similar to SVGA that
provides 1024X768 or 1280X1024
pixel resolufion with up to 16.7 million
colours

synch byte /‘simk bait/ noun C [] a start
or stop bit pattern that marks the
beginning or end of a transmitted data
block

synchronise /'smkranaiz/ verb
[11,21,23] to cause different processes
to occur at the same time

synchronous /'sinkranas/ adj [2,11,12,
15] occurring at regular intervals and in
step with other systems usually
controlled by an electronic clock circuit

synthesiser /'smfa saiza(r)/ noun C[9]a
device that uses electronic circuits to
generate sounds

system bus /'sistom bas/ noun C [2] the
sets of connectors that carry signals
between system components such as
the processor and memory in a
computer

system tray /'sistam trer/ noun C[7,10] a
section at the far right of a Microsoft
Windows task bar that holds icons for
the clock and other programs that run
constantly in the background

systems administrator /'sistamz
ad mmastrerta(r)/ noun C [19] a
person who maintains a multi-user
computer system

systems analysis /'sistamz 2 neelass/
noun U [5,22] the study of a system to
determine how it can be computerised

systems analyst /'sistamz @nalist/
noun C [21,22] a person who designs
or modifies information systems to
meet users' requirements. This
includes investigating feasibility and
cost-producing documentation and
testing prototypes of the system.

systems manager /'sistomz
mnickalr)/ noun C [20,22] a person
who manages a computer system

systems program | software /'sistamz
praugrem, spftwea(r)/ noun C/U
[5,6,21,22] a program or set of
programs that is used to control the
basic functions of a computer system,
e.g. operating system programs

systems programmer /'sistamz
pravgremalr)/ noun C [21,22] a
person who specialises in writing
systems software such as operating
system programs

systems programming /'sistamz
praogr&min/ noun U [22] the writing
of systems programs

GLOSSARY 219

TA /ti: 'e1/ noun C [16] abbreviation for
terminal adapter

tab /taeb/ noun C [8] a dialog box
component that is used to switch
between different sets of data

tab (key) /tzb/ noun C [7] the computer
keyboard key that is used to move the
cursor to the next tabulation point in a
wordprocessor program so that data
can be spaced evenly on the screen

tag /tazg/ noun C [9,14] a label used in a
markup language such as HTML. It is
attached to a piece of text to mark the
start or the end of a particular
function..

tape /terp/ noun U [19] a magnetic
storage medium commonly used for
storing backup files

tape changer /'teip tfemdsa(r)/ nounC
[19] a backup device that allows
different magnetic tapes to be used
when required during a backup
operation

taskbar /'ta:skba:(r)/ noun C[7,10] a
Microsoft Windows desktop
component that indicates what
programs are currently being used and
allows the user to switch between
them

TCP / ti: si: 'pi/ noun U [12]
abbreviation for transfer control
protocol. A part of the TCP/IP protocol
used on the Internet.

TCP/IP / ti: si: pi: "ar pii/ noun U [12,22]
abbreviation for transmission control
protocol/Internet protocol.. The official
set of standards for determining the
form of the signals used for
transmitting data on the Internet.

technophobic /tekna'loubik/ adj [24]
having a fear or strong dislike of
technology and technological devices

telecomms /'telikpmz/ noun U [24]
common term for telecommunications

telecommunications
/ telikamju:ni'keifnz/ noun U [5,22]
branch of technology concerned with
communications over long distances

telecommunications engineer
/ telikamju:ni'keifnz endsi nia(r)/
noun C [25] a person who works with
systems concerned with
communications over long distances

telecommute /telika'mju:t/ verb [1] to
communicate with your office by
computer, telephone and fax while
working a distance from your office,
e.g. at home

telephony /ta'lefani/ noun U [16] the
science of audio communication
through electric devices. It commonly
refers to software that will make a
computer act like a telephone.
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teleworking /‘teliws:kim/ noun U [24] the
process of working at home while
communicating with your office by
computer, telephone and fax. See
telecommute.

teller machine /‘tela ma [i:n/ nounC
[25] a machine used for taking
payments in large shops and
supermarkets

telnet /'telnet/ noun U [12] acronym for
teletype network. An Internet service
that allows a user to connect to a
multi-user server using a computer as
a terminal.

terabit /'terabit/ noun C [23] a unit of
storage capacity equal to 1 009 511
627 776 bits

terminal /'tz:mmoal/ noun C [11] a
network device used to input and
output data (usually a basic computer)

terminal adapter /'ta:mmal 2 depta(r)/
noun C [16] a device for connecting an
ISDN system to an existing telephone
line

text editor /'tekst edita(r)/ noun C [6] a
computer program for editing basic
data or program text, i.e. like a basic
wordprocessor

TFT display / ti: ef "ti: displer nounC
[2] abbreviation for thin film transistor
display. A type of LCD screen display
commonly used in portable computers.
It uses a separate transistor to control
each pixel on the display.

thin client /'0m klaont/ noun C[11, 15]
a low-cost centrally-managed basic
computer with a keyboard and display
screen processor and memory but no
CD-ROM drive, floppy disk drive or
expansion slots, e.g..a NetPC or a
network computer (NC)

third-generation GSM / fa:d dgena reifn
dzi: es ‘em/ noun U [23] the third
generation of the Global System for
Mobile communication standard. It is
the standard for mobile users around
the world.

throughput /'Oru:pout/ noun U [17] the
amount of data that passes through a
system in a given period of time

toggle-box 'toglboks/ noun C[10] a
screen icon in Windows Explorer that
opens or closes a folder to show or
hide its subfolders when the user
clicks on it using a mouse

tooltip /"tu:ltip/ noun C [7] a label that
appear on the screen when the user
holds the mouse pointer over an icon
in a Microsoft Windows system

topology /ta'ppladsi/ noun C [5,11] the
physical layout of a network

tower chassis /‘tava [®si/ nounC[2]a
personal computer case that stands on
end and can be placed on the floor

unlike the normal desktop case that
sits flat on a desk under the monitor

track /trazk/ noun C [2] a formatted
circular magnetic storage area on a
computer disk

traffic /'traefik/ noun U [L1, 16] the
volume of signals or data that passes
through a network system

transaction processing /trenz'®k|n
pravsesin/ noun U [21] the processing
of computer transactions by updating
the computer file as each transaction
takes place rather than storing them
until later to be processed as a batch

transistor /tr@n zista(r)/ noun C[23]a
solid state electronic switch or
amplifier

transmission control protocol
/trenz,mifn kan traol ‘pravtakol/
noun U [12] a set of standards for the
delivery of error-free data in
communications between computers.
It comes into operation once a data
packet is delivered to the correct
Internet address and application port.
It manages the communication
exchanges and provides reliable
stream service by structuring and
buffering the data flow looking for
responses and taking action to replace
missing data blocks.

transponder /trens ponda(r)/ noun C
[23] a device that responds to received
coded radio signals by automatically
transmitting a different coded signal

transport layer /'tra:nspa:t lema(r)/
noun C [11] the part of a network
communications system that protects
the data being sent. It subdivides the
data into segments and creates
checksum tests. It can also make
backup copies of the data.

trapdoor / trap'do:(r)/ noun C [18] a
technique used in a computer crime
that involves leaving within a
completed program an‘illicit program
that allows unauthorised - and
unknown-entry

Trojan (horse) /" troudsan/ noun C [18,20]
a technique used in a computer crime
that involves adding concealed
instructions to a computer program so
that it will still work but will also
perform prohibited duties. In other
words it appears to do something
useful but actually does something
destructive in the background.

troubleshoot /'trablfu:t/ verb [22] to
find and fix faults in a system

troubleshooter ('trabl [u:ta(r)/ nounC
[22] a person who finds and fixes faults
in a system

TTS / ti: ti: 'es/ noun U [7] abbreviation
for text to speech..A system where a

computer reads text to the user using a
speech synthesiser.

tuned /tju:nd/ adj [11] set to operate on
the same frequency

TV (set) /ti: 'viz/ noun C [11, 16,23, 24]
abbreviation for television.. A television
set is the actual television device used
for displaying the video signals.

twisted-pair (cabling) / twistid 'pea(r)/
noun U [11, 16] a common type of
network cable that uses two wires
twisted together to reduce interference
from external signals

typesetting /'taipsetin/ noun U [6]
preparation for printing

UDP /ju: di: 'pii/ noun U [12]
abbreviation for user datagram
protocol

undo / an'du:/ verb [10] to restore a file
to the condition it was in before the
last change was made

unencrypt / anen'kript/ verb [18] to
remove the encryption from a file

uniform resource locator / junifam
ri'zazs lau kerta(r)/ noun C [13] the
unique address of a webpage

uninterruptible power supply
/. aninta raptabl 'pava sa,plar/ nounC
[19] a battery backup system that
automatically provides power to a
computer when the normal electricity
source falils

universal mobile telecommunications
system /ju:niva:sl maobail
telike myuwnt'keifnz  sistam/ noun U
[16] a third-generation, broadband,
packet-based communications system
based on the Global System for Mobile
(GSM) communication standard. It
provides the same services’including
the transmission of text-digitised voice
video and mulfimedia to mobile
computer and phone users throughout
the world.

Unix /‘ju:niks/ noun U [5,6, 13,14,21, 22,
25] a popular multi-user multitasking
operating system originally designed
for mainframe computers. A wide
variety of versions exist.

update /‘apdeit/ noun C [5,15,22] a
change that provides the latest version

update / ap'dert/ verb [5,15,22] to bring
up to date, i. e. to changeinto the
latest version

upgrade /‘apgreird/ noun C [2] a change
that improves the features or
performance of a system

upgrade / ap'greid/ verb [2,5,6,16,22] to
add components to improve the
features or performance of a system



upload / ap'laud/ verb [5,16,24] to copy
a file from a client computer to a server
in a network

UPS /ju: pi: ‘es/ noun C [2] abbreviation
for uninterruptible power supply

upstream /‘apstrizm/ noun U [16] the
signal path for receiving
communications from a client
computer to a server in a network

URL /ju: a:r 'el/ noun C[9,13,20,22]
abbreviation for uniform (or universal)
resource locator

Usenet /'ju:znet/ noun U [12,20] an
Internet service that allows users to
communicate by means of newsgroups

user /‘ju:za(r)/ noun C[L,5,6,18,21,22,
23,25] the person using a computer

user datagram protocol / ju:za
dertagreem ‘practakol/ noun U [12] a
set of standards for creating a data
address in a TCP/IP message. Itis used
to indicate what application the
message is supposed to contact and
provides the final routing for the data
within the receiving system.

user-authentication system / ju:zar
o Benti'kerfn sistam/ noun C [18] a
system that identifies users..This can
be done using digital certificates.

username /ju:zanemm/ noun C [19] the
network account name assigned to a
particular user

utility (program) /ju:'tilati/ noun C [6,25]
a program ‘included with an operating
system that can perform useful
common routine tasks or
housekeeping operations, e.g.
formatting disks or copying files

UTMS /ju: ti: em ‘es/ noun U [16]
abbreviation for Universal Mobile
Telecommunications System

V /volt/ noun C [23] abbreviation for volt,
the international unit of voltage

VB /vi: 'bi:/ noun U [22] abbreviation for
Visual Basic

VCR / vi: si: "a:(r)/ noun C[1]
abbreviation for video cassette
recorder

VDU / vi: di: 'ju:/ noun C[2]
abbreviation for visual display unit.
Another name for a computer monitor.

verify /'ver1 fai/ verb [11] to check for
accuracy

video /'vidiau/ noun U [2,9,16,17]
signals containing picture information

video (cassette) recorder /'vidiai
1 ka:da(r)/ noun C [16,23] a device for
recording video signals onto magnetic
tape cassettes

video memory /'vidiao  memart/ noun U
[2] the memory used to store graphics
data on a graphics card

videoconferencing / vidiou
‘konfaransm/ noun U [1,24] a form of
communication over a network that
uses video cameras so that the people
taking part can see and hear each
other

virtual /'va:tfual/ adj [12,23,24]
computer-simulated enabling the user
to experience something without
needing its physical presence

virtual reality / va:tfual ri‘®lati/ noun U
[12] a simulated three-dimensional
environment that surrounds the user
and is generated by a computer

virus /'vairas/ noun C [1,8,10,11, 15, 17,
18,19,20] a program written with the
purpose of causing damage or causing
a computer to behave in an unusual
way

virus-check /'vairas tfek/ verb [10,15] to
check for viruses

VIS /viz/ noun U [2] abbreviation for
viewable image size. The actual size of
the image that can be seen by the user
on a computer display screen.

Visual Basic / vizual 'bewsik/ noun U
[21,22] a general-purpose
programming language with a
graphical interface. It’is particularly
suitable for use by beginners learning
how to program.

visualisation technology / vizualar zei[n
tek noladgl/ noun U [24] systems and
devices used to create a virtual reality
environment

VMS / vi: em ‘es/ noun U [6] an
operating system used by DEC VAX
minicomputers

voice /vois/ noun C [2] a stored musical
instrument sound sample used to
produce realistic music output in a
wavetable soundcard

voice clip /'vais klip/ noun C [21] a short
sound recording of the human voice

voice recognition /'vois rekag nifn/
noun U [7,19] a system that can
respond to words spoken by a human
being

voice synthesis /'vois smfasis/ noun U
[24] the generation of a human-
sounding voice using electronic circuits

voice synthesiser /'vais smbasaza(r)/
noun C [24] an electronic device that
generates sounds that represent the
human voice

VR /vi: 'a:(r)/ noun U [23] abbreviation
for virtual reality

wallpaper /‘'wa:lpeipalr)/ noun C [9] the
background graphics on a Microsoft
Windows desktop

Wap /wzp/ noun U [16] acronym for
wireless application protocol..A set of
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standards for allowing users to send
emails and access information
including video transmissions from the
Internet on a mobile phone.

WAV /wav/ noun U [9] an audio file
format

wavetable system /‘wervteibl sistam/
noun C [2] a system used in some
soundcards for more accurately
creating the sound of real musical
instruments by reproducing a wide
frequency range from a small number
of original samples

Web address /‘web 5 dres/ nounC
[5,13,20] the Internet address of a
webpage

Web developer /‘'web di velapa(r)/ noun
C [22] a person who'is employed to
create websites

Web mail /'web meil/ noun U [13] a
type of email that is accessed from
webpages

Web server /‘'web sa:va(r)/ noun C[13] a
server computer that stores and
provides access to websites

Web space /'web speis/ noun U [12,14]
disk storage space on a web server
used for storing webpages

Web (the) /web/ noun U [1,5,7,12,13,14,
15,16,18,18,19,20,22,23,24,25]
common name for the World Wide Web

Webmaster /'webma:sta(r)/ nounC
[14,22] a person who administers a
Web server

webpage /'webpeids/ nounC
[6,12,13,14,15,16,17,21,22] a
hyperlinked document in a web
network system

web-ready appliances protocol / web
redi 2 platansiz ‘practakol/ noun U
[23] a set of standards for enabling
domestic appliances to be connected
to the Web and to communicate with
each other

website /'websait/ noun C [1,5,8,12, 14,
15,16, 17,18, 20,21, 23, 25] asetof
related pages on the World Wide Web

wildcard /'waildka:d/ noun C[13]a
symbol used in computer commands
and for searching databases. It
represents any character or
combination of characters, e.g. using
an asterisk searching for *ed would
find all words ending in ed.

window /'wimndau/ noun C[7]a
rectangular screen area containing a
program folder or file in a WIMP
system

(Microsoft) Windows /'wmdaoz/ noun U
[2,6,12,17,19,22,25] a graphical user
interface operating system front-end to
MS-DOS developed by the Microsoft
Corporation. It has been gradually
developed'into a full operating system.
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Windows Explorer / windauz
ik'splacra(r)/ noun U [9] a Microsoft
Windows program that allows the user
to see the files and folders on all the
disks attached to the computer. It can
be used for general housekeeping
such as moving or deleting files.

Windows Media Player / windaoz
'mi:dia plera(r)/ noun U [9] a
Microsoft Windows program for playing
multimedia files including audio and
video

wipe (a disk) /waip/ verb [18] to delete
all the files stored on a disk

wirelessly /‘walasli/ adj [23] using
radio signals without the need for
connecting wires or cables

WML / dabl ju: em ‘el/ noun U [16]
abbreviation for wireless markup
language. A language similar to HTML
used for designing webpages suitable
for mobile phones.

(Microsoft) Word /w3:d/ noun U [1,10,22]
a widely-used wordprocessing program
developed by the Microsoft
Corporation. It is a component of the
Microsoft Office package.

wordprocessing / wa:d'prausesin/ noun
U [5,6,25] the process of typing and
editing text using a wordprocessor

wordprocessor / wad'pravsesa(r)/ noun
C [16, 18] a type of computer
application program used for typing
and editing text documents

workstation /‘wa:ksteifn/ noun C [2,6,22]
a powerful desktop computer used by
power users for work that requires a
lot of processing, e.g. graphic design

World Wide Web (the) / wa:ld waid
‘web/ noun U [7,13,20,22] an
information service on the Internet that
allows document pages to be accessed
using hyperlinks

WORM /wa:m/ noun U [19] acronym for
write once read many. A standard for
optical storage devices that only
allows data to be recorded on to a
particular optical disk once but allows
the data to be read from the disk over
and over again. It is commonly used for
archiving data.

WRAP /rap/ noun U [23] acronym for
Web-ready appliances protocol. A set
of communications system standards
that enable web-connected appliances
to communicate.

writeable CD-ROM drive / raitabl si; di:
‘rom drarv/ noun C[9] a compact disk
drive that allows the user to write data
onto a CD as well as read data stored
on the CD

write-back cache /'rait bak kie[/ noun
C [2] a buffer storage system where the
processor writes changes only to the

cache and notto main memory. Cache
entries that have changed are flagged
as 'dirty' telling the cache controller to
write their contents back to main
memory before using the space to
cache new data.

write-through cache /'rait fru: kef/
noun C [2] a buffer storage system
where the processor writes directly to
both the cache and main memory at
the same time

WWW / dablju: dablju: ‘dablju:/ noun
U [12] abbreviation for the World Wide
Web. The Internet service used for
connecting to multimedia webpages.

X (windowing) (system) /eks/ noun U [6]
a windowing system used with
different versions of Unix

X.25 /eks twenti "farv/ noun U [12] the
International Telegraphic Union packet-
switching data communications
standard for connecting computers and
a public network

XGA /eks dsi: 'er/ noun U [2]
abbreviation for extended graphics
array. An IBM display screen standard
with a resolution of 1024X768 pixels
and up to 65,536 colours.

XML / ks em 'el/ noun U [7, 14, 16, 20,
21,25] abbreviation for extensible
markup language

Yahoe /ja'hu:/ noun U [15,20] the name
of a popular Internet search engine
website
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