Module 8
Transportation and travel: things with wings
Lesson 3
3.1. Listening
3.1.1: Before you watch the video, discuss these questions with your friends:

1) What do you know about the history of aviation?

2) What do you imagine the future of aviation to be like?

You can find the aviation history timeline provided below helpful. 

	1800s 
	Physics of flight (Cayley)

Successful model hangglider flight (Cayley)
	Speaking about dates and numbers

Approximate indication of time:

[some time] ago; in [some time]; [some time] later

Examples: a century ago; in a few months; ten years later

Pronouncing dates:

In [year] : in (the year) 1850; in the 90s; in the mid-1750s; in the early 1870s; in the late 2000s

On [day] : on May 8th, 1945

 Around [year/day]: around 1815

Jan 1st = 01/01 = "The first of January" / "January the first".

Remember to use ordinal numbers: the first, the second, the third, the fourth, the fifth, the twenty-second, the thirty-first etc.

For years up until 2000, separate the four numbers into two pairs of two:

1965 = "nineteen sixty-five"

1871 = "eighteen seventy-one"

1999 = "nineteen ninety-nine"

For the decade 2001 – 2010,  say "two thousand and — ":

2001 = "two thousand and one"

2009 = "two thousand and nine"

From 2010 onwards both types are possible.

2012 = "two thousand and twelve" / "twenty twelve".

Pronouncing numbers:

Divide the number into units of hundreds and thousands:

400,000 = "four hundred thousand" 

Remember: no “s” plural!

If the number includes a smaller number, use "and":

450,000 = "four hundred and fifty thousand"

400,360 = "four hundred thousand and three hundred and sixty"

Fractions, ratios and percentages:
½ = "one half"

1/3 = "one third"

¼ = "one quarter"

1/5 = "one fifth"

1/ 6 = "one sixth"

3/5 = "three fifths"

1.5% = "one point five percent"

0.3% = "nought / zero point three percent"

2:1 = "two to one"

Zero:

0.4 (a number) = "nought point four" / "zero point four"

0C (temperature) = "zero degrees" (centigrade)

2-0 (football) = "Two nil"

30 – 0 (tennis) = "Thirty love"

604 7721 (phone number) = "six oh four…"



	
	
	

	1810s
	
	

	
	
	

	1820s
	
	

	
	
	

	1830s
	
	

	
	
	

	1840s
	
	

	
	Steam powered model glider
	

	1850s
	Towed, controlled, manned glider flight (Cayley)
	

	
	
	

	1860s
	
	

	
	
	

	1870s
	
	

	
	
	

	1880s
	First fully controllable, lighter-than-air free flight
	

	
	
	

	1890s
	Controlled hangglider flights (Lilienthal)
	

	
	
	

	1900s
	First Zeppelin

Wright flyers (No 1: 260 m, controlled, photographed; No 3: 38 km, safe landings)
	

	
	First aircraft manufacturer

First crossing of the English channel in a heavier-than-air aircraft

World's first jet-propelled aircraft
	

	1910s
	World War I
	

	
	First Atlantic crossing; first non-stop Atlantic crossing

First airline is founded
	

	1920s
	First non-stop transcontinental flight
	

	
	First solo Atlantic crossing
	

	1930s
	
	

	
	Hindenburg disaster
	

	1940s
	World War II
	

	
	Sound barrier broken
	

	1950s
	First commercial jet airliner
	

	
	Boeing 707
	

	1960s
	
	

	
	
	

	1970s
	
	

	
	Concorde makes first commercial flight
	

	1980s
	
	

	
	First non-stop unrefueled global circumnavigation

World's heaviest aircraft
	

	1990s
	
	

	
	
	

	2000s
	
	

	
	Largest commercial airliner
	

	2010s
	First 24-hour flight using only solar panels and electric power
	

	
	
	

	
	Timeline credit: Wikipedia
	


3.1.2. Watch the video. Now that you have watched the video, try to answer these questions:

1) Why might the commercial airplane be remodeled?

2) Where is the designer of a new airplane concept based?

3) What is the name of the new concept and where does it come from?

4) What are the dimensions of this upcoming plane?

5) What is the difference between the floors of this plane?

6) What are the advantages of the proposed design and technology?

7) How do you like this concept?
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Video credit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=beLUm4sDZZ8

3.1.3. Grammar revision! You studied participles in Module 7. Use the right form of the words in the box to fill the gaps. Watch the video again and check your answers.

	to repair; to base; to be; to improve; to seat; to tilt 


1)  The commercial airplane might be remodeled to solve current shortcomings while ... technology.

2) Barcelona-... Oscar Vinals has designed an impressive Airbus 380-900 plane.

3) The Sky Whale has 3 floors ... 755 passengers. 

4) The state-of-the-art aircraft boasts self-... wings and ... engines.

5) Besides ... safer, passengers can enjoy entertainment. 

3.1.4. Grammar revision! Rewrite these sentences using various participle phrases.

Example: The force that moves a plane upwards is called the lift force. = The force moving a plane upwards is called the lift force.

1) Barcelona-based Oscar Vinals has designed a plane that resembles a robotic whale.

2) Airplane design has come a long way since the Wright brothers invented it more than a century ago.

3) The plane has the ability to separate its parts from the passenger area, so lives can potentially be saved if the plane crashes. 
3.1.5. Research proposed concepts for new aircraft; prepare a short talk/presentation on the design you like best. Use the words and phrases introduced in this manual.

3.2. Speaking
3.2.1. In Module 7, you were dealing with car problems. In aviation, problems are called “hazards” because they are very dangerous! Match the hazard names with the pictures below. Speak about the likelihood of these hazards using the words in the box.
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	1. Fire

2. Bird strike

3. Lightning
4. Engine failure
	5. Collisions with debris

6. Human factors

7. Ice and snow

8. Instrument malfunction

	· In the picture [on the left/right/top left etc]… we can see...

· The [second picture on the right] must be…
	· The picture [on the bottom right etc] shows…

· There is … in the [top left] picture.


	0%





50%





100%

	...definitely won't...



...may/might (not)...


...will definitely...

	

...probably won't...



...will probably...



...is unlikely to...



...is likely to...

	The chance/probability/likelihood of smth V+ing is...


Image credit: openclipart.org

3.2.2. Saying sorry
What do people do when they cause a problem? They say sorry! There's an old saying in English: ‘Manners make the man'. It means that having good manners, or being polite to other people, will make you a successful and admirable person. 

When do we say sorry? Here are some cases:

– when we know we have done something wrong (e.g. “Sorry I’m late”)

– when we want to get someone’s attention (e.g. to go past them on a train. “Sorry, excuse me”)

– when we are sympathising with someone (e.g. “I’m sorry to hear that”)

– when we don’t want to/can’t do something that is expected from us (e.g. “I’m really sorry, but….”)   
	Done something wrong/didn’t do something
	Don’t want to/can’t do something

	I’m so sorry I didn’t come to your party yesterday.

I’m sorry about the mess. I’ll clear up!

I’m sorry for taking your CD. I’ll give it back!

I can’t believe I forgot the tickets. I’m terribly sorry!
I just broke a glass, how careless of me! I’ll buy you a new one.

It’s all my fault we missed the train. Oh my goodness!

I'm so sorry. I should have watched where I was going.

I’m really sorry, Pete, I didn’t mean to lose your book.
	I’m really sorry, but I can't do it today.

I’m afraid I can’t help you with that. 

Please don’t be mad at me but I have to cancel our plans this weekend.

 I wish I could/I’d love to come to the party, but I really can’t.




3.2.2.1. Listen to a sorry-conversation. Put the phrases in the correct order.



3.2.2.2. Here are the phrases for saying sorry on a plane. Put them in the appropriate columns. Who says what?
We’re sorry we have no pillows.

We’re sorry the airplane is too cold/hot.

Sorry I need to use the bathroom.

We’re sorry the overhead bins are full.

Sorry, can I get past you?

We’re sorry that’s not the seat you wanted.

Sorry, can I close the window?

We’re sorry there’s a thunderstorm and we can’t take off.

Sorry, could you stop popping your gum so loudly?

We’re sorry there’s no more sandwiches.

Sorry your foot is on my foot.

Sorry, I need to get back into my seat!

Sorry, that’s actually my seat.

We’re sorry we’re out of blankets.
	Flight crew/ Flight attendant
	Passenger

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.2.2.3. Rephrase the phrases in 3.2.2.2 using the other sorry-phrases that you have learnt from the table in the 3.2.2 introduction above.
3.2.2.4. Here are some problems that can occur on a plane. Use the appropriate sorry-phrases to have a go at solving them.
There isn’t enough closet space for your oversized bag. 

There’s a restless toddler/overweight/offensive smelling passenger seated next to you. 

The plane is full and there are no other seats available. 

That guy makes you uncomfortable because he “looks like a terrorist”. 

You accidentally kicked the girl you were sitting next to.

You’re crammed into a space so small that if you were an animal PETA would protest. (PETA is an organization that protects animals and their rights)

One woman bumped into you with her bag.
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B:   I’m really sorry. My car broke down, so I couldn't get there. And my cellphone died, so I couldn't call you.








B:   Hello, Rachel? This is Kyle. I’m sorry to call so late.








A:   I was really worried.





A:   Kyle, what happened? We were supposed to meet at eight.








A:   Mm…..okay. But Kyle, please call if something happens.








A:   Hello?








B:   I’m really sorry. Can we get together tomorrow?
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