Module 8
Transportation and travel: things with wings
Lesson 4
4. Writing a blog post
Airplanes can take us very far, and it means we will see new and wonderful places during travelling. People will often want to share their travelling experiences, and lately travel blogging has become extremely popular. Let’s try to learn the best ways of writing a travel blog!
4.1. Discuss these questions with your groupmates:
a) Have you ever written a blog post about your travelling experiences? Was it in Russian or English?

b) If you have, were your posts popular , and why do you think they were (or not)?

c) What do you think could be helpful for improving your blog posts?
4.2. Here is a text providing ideas for writing a successful blog post on a general subject. Look through the text and summarise the suggestions in a few sentences. 
Capture your Readers: 6 Tips to Writing Engaging Blog Posts

Remember how Ratatouille’s Chef  Gusteau said: "Anyone can cook, but only the fearless can be great"? You can easily rewrite his inspiring words as, "Anyone can write a blog post, but only the fearless bloggers can be great."

1. Hook Your Readers With The First Sentence

Admittedly, this is the hardest part of writing a blog post. That’s because the first sentence should be able to reel in the reader, and at the same time, give them an idea what your post will be all about.

Examples:

1.
Thought-provoking question – "Do you know what a blog post and a sandwich have in common?"

2.
Quote  – "Ernest Hemingway once said: ‘There is nothing to writing. All you do is sit down at a typewriter and bleed.’

3.
Statistic  – "According to the Official Federation of Bloggers*, 99.9 percent of bloggers experience writer’s block."

4.
Story  – "The other day, I had a Newtonian experience. That is, an apple fell on my head."

*Disclaimer: This is a hypothetical example. As of this writing, the Official Federation of Bloggers doesn’t exist.  

2. Shorten Your Sentences

Do your eyes glaze over while reading a sentence? Do you read a sentence out loud, and lose your breath by the end of it? Do you see too many adjectives, adverbs, and other words that don’t add anything to a sentence? If any of these happen, shorten it! 

3. Use Simple, Yet Precise, Words

You know how MS Word’s "Shift + F7" pulls words from the more obscure parts of the thesaurus*? Well, you might not want to rely on that function too much. Readers hate it when you bombard them with “highfalutin jargon” – long words that are hard to understand. Not only do they sour the reading experience, but they also make your blog post look stilted and pretentious.
* thesaurus is a special dictionary that contains synonyms to words

Instead of trying to sound "smart", try to sound sensible. Use words that best convey your idea and can be understood by the layman. 

Example: "to utilize resources" can be shortened as "to use resources".

4. Throw In A Few Pop Culture References

Pop culture references add flavor to your blog post. They give your readers the impression that you’re relatable, and therefore likeable. That said, be mindful of your audience when using these references.

Example: You may think that "The Beatles" are the greatest rock band of all time, but referencing them while writing for Rihanna fans may not be the best idea in the world.

5. Make Your Post Unique (Even If The Idea Isn’t)

Let’s face it: coming up with 100% original blog post ideas is anything but easy. 

If you run your topic through a quick Google search, chances are someone else has already written about it. So, what should a blogger do in this scenario? It’s simple, really. Find a new angle.

Examples:

If someone already came up with "5 Reasons Why You Should Try Freelancing", you can write a post about the darker side of freelancing like "20 Reasons To Say ‘No’ To Freelancing". Or you can run with "5 More Reasons Why You Should Try Freelancing".

6. End With A Punchy Conclusion

So, you’re done with your introduction and body. Now, it’s time to write the conclusion, which is just as hard to write as (if not harder than) the introduction. 

The easiest way out of your dilemma is to summarize all your points in the conclusion. Then again, that would be boring, since that’s what most bloggers do.

Instead, you can either end with a thought-provoking question or a call-to-action; or restate your main point, and persuade your reader to care about your point.

Conclusion:

These rules aren’t set in stone. Feel free to use them – or not – depending on what’s appropriate for your piece. What matters is consistently writing posts that are engaging, informative, and unique enough to keep your readers coming back for more.

4.3. Here is a video in which Marilyn Terrell gives the viewers her ideas about what a great travel blog should be like. Watch the video and make notes of her suggestions. How do they compare with the ones from the text above?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nUFtmQE1mUc
4.4. Here is a travel blog post. Analyze it taking into consideration the tips that you have learnt.

July 11, 2012 – London, England

What a busy day!  

To start off, I could barely sleep last night because of the hard bed we slept on (can’t say I don’t miss my own bed from home!) and because of my excitement at touring London for the first time!  I’ve always wanted to visit London, and I’m finally here! After Jim and I got ready in our tiny room, we went downstairs for our complimentary breakfast. The tea and pastries were delicious, and they made amazing pancakes! 

Since our hotel is in a great central spot, we were able to walk to a lot of places. First, we wanted to see about getting tickets to a show for the evening, since London theatre is top notch.  Then we wanted to make our way to Buckingham Palace. What an experience! The tube wasn’t very crowded, which was nice, and it wasn’t a very far ride, which was double nice!  The Palace grounds are absolutely gorgeous!! I think I found my new dream home. :) The gardens themselves are exquisite. We got to see the changing of the guards, which is one of the things I’ve always wanted to do, took lots and lots of pictures, and sent our regards to the queen!

Once our Buckingham Palace experience was over, we were already getting hungry for lunch. The pub, which was called The Frog and the Toad, was adorable, and the food and drink hit the spot! 

When we got to the Eye, we knew we’d have to wait in line, but we didn’t think it would be two hours! Oh well...we really wanted the experience, and it was a great way to see all of London without having to walk so much. :) 

After the Eye, we wanted to make sure to find a double-decker bus so we could see even more of the sights. Some highlights that we saw were Big Ben, the River Thames, and the Parliament building. Such history!!! Jim got his picture taken with everything! Our tour guide recommended a “charming little tea house” where we could experience afternoon tea. It was great to be able to sit in one place for a while and enjoy a bit of class. We felt quite elegant drinking our tea and eating our scones!  

After the show, we stopped at a little cafe for some coffee and then straight to bed! Jim passed out right away, but I just had to get it all down on paper while my head was still swimming with the day’s events...

I can’t wait to head out to Paris tomorrow afternoon after some more souvenir shopping! I’m sure I’ll have just as many details of our experiences, and I hope they will be just as good as London’s!

Until then...
(The full version of this post can be found here: http://m.wikihow.com/Sample/Travel-Diary)
4.5. Now try to come up with a suitable blog post topic and an exciting first line. Explain your choices.
4.6. Complete your blog post with a body (min.3-5 sentences) and a conclusion, following the tips and suggestions you are now familiar with. Be ready to present your blog post in class.

4.7*. Watch Marilyn Terrell’s video again and make a short report on one of the travel bloggers she mentions as a good example. [image: image1.png]
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