DEBATE

HUMAN IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT
Points for discussion:

· Landscape & Climate changes

· Technological advance

· Gen engineering

· Wars

There are two points: positive effect & negative effect

Positive effect 

Advanced technologies enable
· not to do so much physical work like cleaning and washing,  
· to travel huge distances within a day and see exotic several places within a short one-week holiday. In this respect life has become a lot easier and more enjoyable.
· to organize national parks & landscape protection area
· to recycle materials

· Genetic engineering
    Nature is an extremely complex inter-related chain consisting of many species linked in the food chain. Some scientists believe that introducing genetically modified genes may have an irreversible effect with consequences yet unknown.

Genetic engineering may be one of the greatest breakthroughs in recent history alongside the discovery of the atom and space flight, however, with the above eventualities and facts above in hand, governments have produced legislation to control what sort of experiments are done involving genetic engineering. In the UK there are strict laws prohibiting any experiments involving the cloning of humans. However, over the years here are some of the experimental 'breakthroughs' made possible by genetic engineering.
Negative effect

· Genetic engineering borderlines on many moral issues, particularly involving religion, which questions whether man has the right to manipulate the laws and course of nature.
Climate Change and Pollution

· Due to transport development, use of fossil fuel, development of plastic and other chemicals, our environment has been devastated. Now we are well aware of the consequences of relying on this energy source for our natural environment.
·  Global warming and the damage of the ozone layer are caused by products and results of scientific and technological processes, so it can be concluded that science can be harmful indeed.  
Destroying weapons

· Advances in chemistry and physics led to creations of weapons of mass destruction which has become a means of political pressure and a dangerous threat to all humanity.
Useful Links
http://www.epa.gov/ 

http://eponline.com/Home.aspx 

http://www.ehow.com/list_5816078_effect-technology-advances-modern-lifestyle.html#page=0
http://www.biology-online.org/2/13_genetic_engineering.htm 

Language to introduce supporting details (in constructive speeches)

For instance,…

Let me give an example, my project…

20% of all cars use…

One out of 5 women own…

To quote Dr. Jones, “The climate change…”

According to Dr. Smith, most respondents…

Language to refute opponents’ points (in rebuttals)

That is not always true/not necessarily true.

That is not important because the difference is not significant/too small.

That is not important because it’s irrelevant. 

That is not important because it has nothing to do with the topic.

That is not important because that’s easy to fix/ to solve.
