MOSCOW
Moscow is the capital of Russia.Its history began 8 centuries ago, and since then it has always had a leading position in the life of the whole country. Today Moscow is the seat of the government of the Russian Federation, its administrative, economic, political, cultural and educational center.It is one of the biggest and most densely- populated cities in the world.The population of Moscow is about 12 million people and its total areais more than one thousand square kilometers.
The city was founded in 1147 by Prince Yuri Dolgoruky. At that time it was a small fortress and occupied the territory of the present-day Kremlin. Gradually it grew in size and became more and more powerful. In the 16-th century under Ivan the Great Moscowturned into a wealthy city and became the capital of the Russian state Moscovy. In 1712 Peter the Great moved the capital to St Petersburg but Moscow remained the heart of Russia. After the October revolution it became the capital again.
Moscow is one of the most beautiful cities in the world. There are a lot of beautiful palaces, old mansions, cathedrals, green parks, large squares, churches and monuments. The city attracts tourists from all over the world.
The heart of Moscow is Red Square. Its history dates back to the distant past of the 15-th century but it acquired its present name in the 17-th century. It is interesting to note that the word “krasnaya” means beautiful as well as red. Red Square has more historic associations than any other place in Moscow. Here one can seethe Kazan Cathedral constructed by the Royal family in 1636 in memory of the victory over Polish invaders in 1612, the State Historical Museum, the first sculptural monument to national heroes K.Minin and D.Pozharsky, the magnificent St Basil’s Cathedral (VasilyBlazheny)built in 1561 in commemoration of the capture of the city Kazan. There is a legend that Ivan the Terrible blinded the architects Barma and Postnik, because he didn’t want them to create another masterpiece. The architectural center of Red Square is the Lenin Mausoleum and just in front of it there is afacade of the Trade House GUM.
The oldest part of Moscow is the Kremlin. It is a masterpiece of ancient Russian architecture. The main Kremlin clock-tower, the Spasskaya Tower, has become the symbol of Russia and Moscow. On the territory of the Kremlin there are old cathedrals, the Bell Tower of Ivan the Great, the Palace of Congresses,GranovitayaPalata, the Armoury Chamber, the Tzar-Cannon and the Tzar-Bell, the biggest cannon and bell in the world. For centuries the Kremlin housed the courts of Tsars, Patriarchs, noblemen and high government offices of that time. Now it is the official residence of the President of Russia.
Moscow is a modern city.One can see a lot of cars, buses, trolley-buses, trams in the streets of the city. Moscow metrois the most beautiful and convenient one. It has about 200 stations.
There are nine railway stations and five airports around the city. It is a port of five seas.
Every year the number of streets and squares constantly increases; multistoried apartment buildings, new hotels, business centres, sport facilities and shopping malls are constructed.One can enjoy numerous cinemas, restaurants, bars, cafes.
Lots of theatres,museums and art galleries of Moscow are world-known. The most famous ones are the Bolshoi Theatre, the Maly Drama Theatre, the Moscow Art Theatre, the Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts, the State Tretyakov Gallery and many others.
Moscow is a city of students. There are over 80 higher educational institutions in it, including several universities. It is the seat of the Academy of Sciences as well.
There are many libraries in Moscow. The biggest one is Lenin Library which is being restructured and reorganized now.
The city is the site of main bodies of state and government. There are also embassies of many countries and offices of foreign firms, companies and newspapers.
As the country in general, Moscow faces lots of problems now. But the reforms in the city are far ahead of the ones elsewhere. No matter what difficulties exist in the present, one may believe the future of Moscow is bright and in a few years the city will become even more beautiful than it is today.
